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Editor's Note 



Computers have been a source of influence for other consumer electronics devices for decades. It would be 
hard to imagine the existence of game consoles, HDTVs, set-top boxes, or Blu-ray Disc players without 
this tech predecessor. Features that were once considered expensive, next-gen technologies are quickly 
making their way into computers intended for the home or business user. Demanding computer tasks 
such as video editing and online gaming are no longer left to the professionals, thanks to systems that 
contain two or more processor cores. Graphics cards have developed to the point where anyone can 
output video, and sometimes audio, to more than one device in the best video resolutions, up to 1080p 
HD. These advances in computers are only the tip of the iceberg, and we're going to continue to see the 
evolution of these machines in CE. 

With so many new, exciting computer technologies and components gracing the shelves of your local 
CE retailer, it's likely you can look for a computer that will let you stretch your use of technology beyond 
what you initially imagined. PCs are no longer limited to word pro- 
cessing and Internet browsing use, and in this month's feature package, 
"Future- Forward PCs" starting on page 42, we hope to show you the 
PC options you can buy today and still be able to use and get the most 
out of tomorrow. 
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The Latest Arrivals 

Look For These New Products 

eep an eye out for these products hitting Best Buy shelves for the first time. Some of the items listed below are showcased in this month's 
one-page product profiles, so be sure to take a look at the listed page numbers for more information. 



Digital Imaging 

JVC Everio G GZ-MG630 and 
GZ-MG670 
See page 28 

JVC Everio G GZ-MG680 



Computers 

Visiontek HD 4350 graphics card 

BFG Nvidia GeForce 9800 GT OC 
1GB PCI Express 2.0 Graphics Card 

BFG Nvidia GeForce 9800 GTX+ OC 
1GB PCI Express 2.0 Graphics Card 

BFG GX-550 550 Watt Power Supply 
I See page 59 

BFG Nvidia GeForce 9800 GTX+ OC 
1GB PCI Express 2.0 Graphics Card 



Wireless 

Virgin Mobile Flare (Pink) 
I See page 80 

Movie & TV Releases 

"Afro Samurai: Resurrection" DVD/BD 

"Being There" DVD 

"Becker: Second Season" DVD 

"Bewitched: Complete Seventh 
Season" DVD 

"Chakra Balancing Yoga" DVD 

"Cliffords Puppy Days: Practice Makes 
Perfect" DVD 

"Col umbo: Mystery Movie 
Collection" DVD 



"Coming to America" DVD 

"Dave's World: Second Season" DVD 

"Friday the 13th" DVD/BD 

"Friday the 13th, Part 2" DVD 

"Friday the 13th, Part 3" DVD 

"Harlem Nights" DVD 

"Jon & Kate Plus Ei8ht: Season 3" DVD 

"Keith" DVD 

"Little Miss Sunshine" BD 

"Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa" 
DVD/BD 

"Mystery Science Theater 3000, 
Vol. 14" DVD 

"Napoleon Dynamite" BD 

"Nick & Norah's Infinite Playlist" 
DVD/UMD 

"Night Court: Complete Second 
Season" DVD 

"Noah's Arc: Jumping the Broom" DVD 

"Office Space" BD 

"Oliver and Company" DVD 

"Partridge Family: The Complete 
Fourth Season" DVD 

"Space Buddies" DVD 

"Strawberry Shortcake: Happily Ever 
After" DVD 

"Rent: Filmed Live on Broadway" 
DVD/BD 

"Sideways" BD 

"The Secret Life of Bees" DVD/BD 

"The Singing Revolution" DVD 



"TheWiz"DVD 
"Trading Places" DVD 
"Yentl" DVD 

Musio Releases 

"Above The Bones" Mishka 

"Ajunadeep" Above & Beyond 

"A Twist In My Story" Secondhand 
Serenade 

"Back To Tennessee" Billy Ray Cyrus 

"Changing Horses" Ben Kweller 

"Easy Does It" Jake Owen 

"Feel That Fire" Dierks Bentley 

"From The Forest To The Sea" 
Southeast Engine 

"Hannah Montana Movie" Original 
Soundtrack 

"Insurgentes" Steven Wilson 



"It's Great To Be Alive" Fake Problems 

"Kidz Bop" Kidz Bop Kids 

"Little Feat" Little Feat 

"Live In Boston" Chris Botti 

"Lonely Road" The Red Jumpsuit 
Apparatus 

"No Line On The Horizon" U2 

"The Spirit Of Apollo" NASA 

"The Soundstage Sessions" Stevie Nicks 

"Scream" Chris Cornell 

"The End Is Not The End" House Of 
Heroes 

"The Fray" The Fray 

"Toolroom Knights" Benny Benassi 

"Watersports" Mi Ami 

"Wavves" Wavves 

"Winter Hours" Tombs 

"Wonderfulness" Bill Crosby 

"Years Of Refusal" Morrissey 
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ce news 



Compiled by Jennie Schlueter 



Netflix Conning To 
An LG TV Near You 

In January, LG announced a part- 
nership with Netflix that will en- 
able consumers with a Netflix 
subscription to watch streaming 
video from the Internet on 
compatible LG TVs without an 
additional device. LG's new high- 
definition TVs will sell for $200 or $300 more than regular HDTVs and 
will come with Netflix's streaming service built in. Sending streamed 
content directly to the television is a logical next step in the Internet- 
to-television progression. Currently, consumers can watch streaming 
content on the computer or on their TV with the help of various de- 
vices on the market. 




National Safety Council 
Weighs In On Cell Phones 

Cell phones have long been under fire by groups who fear the dis- 
traction of talking on the phone will lead to more accidents. The 
National Safety Council is now citing statistics that show 2,600 deaths 
a year are the result of drivers not paying attention while driving and 
talking on the phone. According to the Safety Council, driving while 
talking on the phone quadruples a driver's risk of getting into an acci- 
dent. Some studies have even shown that talking on the phone while 
driving is the same as 
being legally drunk. 
While it's not yet illegal 
to use your cell phone 
while behind the wheel 
in all states, the Safety 
Council would like to 
change that. For now, the 
group is hoping drivers 
will consider the risks 
and hang up voluntarily. 
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Web Cam 
Wellness Check 

Healthcare company American 
Well is hoping to change the way 
doctors and patients interact by 
using Web cam technology to 
aid in seeing and diagnosing pa- 
tients. The company's first cus- 
tomer was the Hawaii Medical 
Service Association, which made 
this Internet version of a house 
call available to all Hawaii resi- 
dents Jan. 15. The service lets 
doctors and patients see each 
other and communicate with 
a Web cam and broadband 
Internet connection. According 
to Dr. Roy Schoenberg, co- 
founder and chief executive of 
American Well, policy makers 
in Washington, D.C., are in- 
trigued by the way American 
Well may offer expanded health 
care options to more people. 
He says insurers in other states 
will offer the service soon. 
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High-End Phones Sell Well In Q3 

A recent survey from ComScore M:metrics found that pricier cell phones, 
such as those with QWERTY keyboards, smartphone operating systems, 
and touchscreens, sold well in the third quarter of 2008. Sales of phones 
with these features bumped up overall sales of phones priced more than 
$100. On average, 22.6% of phones sold each month in Q3 had hard 
QWERTY keyboards, a significant increase from the monthly average of 
9.5% in Q3 2007. The monthly online surveys were conducted with 10,000 
U.S. consumers ages 13 and older. 



Average Monthly Cell Phone Purchase 


s Q3 2008 


Hard QWERTY Keyboard Device 


September 2007 


September 2008 


Number Of Purchases 


1,310,555 


3,393,575 


Percent Of Total 


9.5% 


22.6% 


Touchscreen Device 






Number Of Purchases 


492,369 


1,497,952 


Percent Of Total 


3.6% 


10% 


Smartphone 






iPhone(% of total) 


174,783(1.3%) 


538,167 (3.6%) 


Palm (% of total) 


129,873(0.9%) 


229,175(1.5%) 


Windows (% of total) 


337,607 (2.4%) 


564,017(3.8%) 


BlackBerry(% of total) 


329,878 (2.4%) 


848,592 (5.7%) 



Notebook Shipments 
Beat Desktops For First Time 



tidbits 



73% of the current 
Internet audience— about 
90 million people— watch 

a video online at least 

once a month. 




Source: Gartner 




Worldwide revenue from 

Bluetooth electronic 

devices will grow to $3.3 
billion in 2012 from $1.7 



billion in 2007. 



Source: IDC 




Microsoft reports that 
since launching Xbox 
Live for the Xbox 360 in 
2005, consumers have 
spent more than $1 billion on the on- 
line service. 

Source: MSNBC 



More than 1 billion digital 
tracks were sold online in 




2008; overall online 
music Sales reached 1.5 

billion, including albums, singles, music 

videos, and digital tracks. 

Source: Nielsen Company's SoundScan Service 



In a possible sign of the times, worldwide shipments of notebook computers 
exceeded those of desktop PCs in the third quarter of 2008. More people have 
been turning to notebooks for their portability and convenience during the 
past few years, but this marks the first time in industry history that notebook 
shipments have been greater than desktops. Actual notebook shipments 
reached 38.6 million units, a 40% increase over Q3 2007, whereas desktop ship- 
ments dropped 1.3% during the same period to 38.5 million units. 



Worldwide Q3 2008 Preliminary Notebook & Desktop PC 
Shipment Market Share Ranking (Thousands Of Units) 





Q3 2008 
Shipments 


Year-to-Year 
Growth From Q3 2007 


Q3 2008 
Market Share 


HP 


14,853 


13.5% 


18.8% 


Dell 


10,985 


10.7% 


13.9% 


Acer 


9,673 


78.8% 


12.2% 


Lenovo 


5,920 


7.3% 


7.5% 


Toshiba 


3,664 


24.6% 


4.6% 









\ y 




According to the NTIA, 
more than 24 million 
households have asked 
for more than 46 million 
converter box coupons. Over 18 mil- 
lion have been redeemed. 
Source: NTIA (National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration) 



The ultra-slim LCD TV 
market is predicted to 
reach 14 million units in 
2012, a compound annual 
growth rate of 219% for 2008 to 2012. 

Source: DisplaySearch 
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Df you haven't replaced your old 
DVD player since, well, they 
were first released, it's time to 
consider a DVD player with 
high-definition upconversion. 
You've probably accumulated quite a 
collection of DVDs by now, and there's 
no reason for you to stop watching 
them in the era of HD. 

With the Denon DVD-2930CI Audio- 
Video/Super Audio CD Player ($849; 
www.usa.denon.com), you can do more 
than simply play a well-worn DVD. Pair 
this component with your HDTV, and 
you'll be able to watch your favorite 
films and TV on DVD in 1080p output. 
Through 10-bit REON-VX processing, 
standard-definition resolution is accu- 
rately converted into crisp HD playback. 
More specifically, you'll be able to watch 
an exceptionally natural-looking pic- 
ture, thanks to the Denon Pixel Image 
Correction feature that converts each 
video pixel vertically, horizontally, and 
diagonally to produce detailed visual 
enhancements. 

Additionally, the DVD-2930CI is de- 
signed to provide digital video and audio 
without internal interference. Namely, 
the engineers at Denon have configured 
separate circuit blocks for audio, video, 



and digital signals, thereby eliminating 
unnecessary noise-based disturbances. 

Audio Escape 

Because the DVD-2930CI is also a Super 
Audio CD player, Denon has invested in 
the value of this player's audio perfor- 
mance. Advanced AL24 Processing is an 
analog waveform reproduction tech- 
nology for filtering digital audio data. This 
original technology serves to enrich the 
sound reproduction in HD in order to 
more clearly communicate the acoustic 
details of sound effects, music, and other 
audio features on common playback for- 
mats, such as DVD, DVD-R/RW, DVD- 
audio, CD, MP3, WMA, and more. 

To provide even more sound clarity, 
the DVD-2930CI features a 24-bit 192kHz 
Audio D/A Converter that prevents 
power supply noise from interfering with 
any audio channel. The Pure Direct 
Mode also enhances sound output while 
the bass-management function opti- 
mizes low-level audio output specifically 
for home-theater spaces. 

Bonus Material 

The Denon DVD-2930CI comes e- 
quipped with a backlit remote control 



through which you can adjust the Super 
Audio CD setup, Pure Direct modes, and 
HDMI settings. Denon offers specific 
connectors engineered to minimize 
noise pollution between components 
and ensure reliable device connections. 
For instance, the Denon AK-DL1 Ultra 
Premium Link Cable ($499) is con- 
structed with high-purity copper wire to 
enhance the audio connection between 
a Denon DVD player and A/V receiver. 

Just as important, Denon supplies 
HDMI-certified cables for transmitting 
pure HD video and surround-sound 
audio, so you can experience high- 
quality, all-digital audio and video in 
your home theater. For example, the 
AK-HM100 (39 inches; $100) and AK- 
HM300 (187 inches; $150) both deliver 
the best HD audio and video playback, 
unlike other cable types. 

Upconversion All The Way 

Keeping pace with the ever-evolving 
digital landscape can cause you to ques- 
tion which component is truly worth 
the investment. You won't have to 
ponder the practicality of Denon's 
DVD-2930CI because it's capable of up- 
dating old formats and supporting a 
wide range of digital media. 1H 
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HOME THEATER 



The DTV Transition 
Is Finally Here! 

What You Need To Know To Be Prepared 



H 



change is in the air. Can you 
feel it? We're talking about 
the switch from analog to 
digital TV broadcasting. For 
half a century, stations have 
filled airwaves with analog channels. That 
has changed. TV has gone digital. For the 
past few years, broadcasters have aired 
digital versions of their programming 
(some in widescreen, high definition) 
along with their analog fare. As of Feb. 17, 
in most cases, the analog broadcasts will 
stop. Broadcast TV will still be free, as 
long as your TV can receive it. (NOTE: At 
press time, President Barack Obama was 
calling for a delay of the transition due to a 
shortage of money available for the coupon 
program discussed in the sidebar, saying 
that the most vulnerable Americans would 
be hurt by the shortage.) 

Does It Affect You? 

Chances are that the switch to digital 
won't affect you at all. Most TV watchers 
subscribe to cable or satellite. And many 
TVs and HDTVs sold in recent years had 
built-in tuners able to receive free, over- 
the-air digital channels using an antenna. 

The digital switch does affect you if you 
watch broadcast stations using an an- 
tenna or aerial and your TV set doesn't 
have a DTV tuner. If you run an auto- 
matic channel scan and your TV doesn't 
discover any stations with split-channel 
numbers, such as 6-1, it probably needs a 
digital tuner. If that's the case, read the 
"Missed Something?" sidebar for informa- 
tion on preparing for the digital age. E3 

by Marty Sems 




Missed Something? 

It's easy to turn an analog TV into a digital one: Simply connect a DTV con- 
verter box between the TV and the antenna. Also called DACs (digital-to- 
analog converters), these set-top boxes sell for about $50 to $60. 

But wait — you might be eligible for a $40 coupon. Until March 31, or until 
supplies run out, you can apply online at www.dtv2009.gov for one or two 
coupons redeemable when you buy a listed DTV converter at an approved store. 

Fortunately, you can continue to use your old rooftop aerial or even a "rabbit 
ears" antenna. As long as your antenna can pick up both VHF and UHF signals 
(the latter carries analog channels 14 through 83), it will receive the new digital 
channels, too. 

However, you may want to take this opportunity to upgrade to a "smart" an- 
tenna that automatically homes in on the best signal for every channel. A tradi- 
tional, inexpensive wire-loop antenna picks up some stations well and others not 
so well, depending on which way it's facing. That may have been adequate for 
analog TV channels, which simply looked snowy when there was bad reception, 
but digital stations will stutter, look blocky, or not come in at all. A smart an- 
tenna can pull in every digital channel in your area to the best of its ability. • 
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HOME THEATER 




OLED 
Outside The TV 

The origins of OLED date back to the 
1970s, and televisions aren't the only 
product where OLED is being used. 
Other examples include: 

• Digital audio players 

• Flip-top cell phones 

• Digital photo frames 

• Sony's Walkman NWZ-X1 00 with 
a 3-inch OLED touchscreen 

• Notebook OLED screens are rumored 
for 2010 



OLED TVs 

The Future In Television? 



Dhe "blackest of blacks/' 
"superior color reproduc- 
tion/' "1,000,000:1 con- 
trast ratio/' "eye-popping, 
vibrant colors," "lower 
power consumption," 
"cooler operating temper- 
atures," "handles action better," "faster 
response times," and "ultra-thin sizes." 
These are just some of the superlatives 
that experts have already thrown about 
to describe OLED TVs — this despite 
OLED TV development still essentially 
being in its infancy. 

Many of the compliments attached to 
OLED TVs stem directly from the tech- 
nology's use of organic light-emitting 
diodes. For consumers, this means less 
power consumption than LCD and 
plasma HDTVs. Arguably better, many 
who have witnessed OLED TVs first- 
hand consider their displays to gen- 
erate superior color, as well as the 
purest black currently possible and an 



ability to handle video action exceed- 
ingly well. Also extremely enticing is 
that OLEDs pack these abilities in 
frames nearly unfathomably thin. 
Sony's XEL-1 (www.sonystyle.com) 
OLED panel measures just 3mm thick, 
for example, and Sony recently un- 
veiled a separate prototype measuring 
just 0.9mm. 

Unfortunately, There Will 
Be A Wait . . . 

For all the promise OLEDs offer, Sony, 
Samsung, Toshiba, and other early 
OLED pioneers are still years away 
from being able to manufacture OLED 
TVs in big enough quantities and with 
large enough screens to make them 
readily affordable. The XEL-1, for ex- 
ample, is currently the only OLED TV 
available stateside. Its screen measures 
only 11 inches (960- x 540-pixel resolu- 
tion), however, and the set still costs 
$2,499.99. 



If analysts' projections hold true, more 
OLEDs will trickle into the market 
throughout 2009 and 2010, but options 
will be limited. Samsung (www.samsung 
.com), for example, displayed a new 31- 
inch OLED prototype at the Consumer 
Electronics Show in January, although 
HS Kim, Samsung vice president of flat- 
panel development, has stated if 
Samsung marketed such a set "at 10X 
the price of current LCD TVs, which is 
what it would be now, no one would 
buy it." Elsewhere, Sony Electronics 
President Stan Glasgow has stated that 
OLED sets currently are "easy to make 
small but not as easy to make big." 

Beyond manufacturing hurdles, OLEDs 
also have a reputation for having 
shorter life spans than LCD and plasma 
HDTVs and producing medium-quality 
brightness vs. LCDs and plasmas. 
Further, LCD technologies are thought 
to be rapidly catching up to OLEDs in 
terms of power consumption and thin- 
ness. Still, if OLEDs can decrease in price 
while increasing screen sizes, the advan- 
tage OLEDs offer visually could give 
buyers an interesting alternative to 
ponder in coming years. IS 

by Blaine Flamig 
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HOME THEATER 



HD Show & Tell 

With Samsung's Series 6 PN58A650 



Dhere are a number of 
media-extender and net- 
working devices designed 
to let you play PGbased 
files, such as your digital 
photos and MP3s, on your 
home-theater system. But not all TVs 
need special accessories to play back 
media on your entertainment cen- 
ter. For instance, Samsung's Series 
6 PN58A650 58-inch plasma HDTV 
($3,799.99; www.samsung.com) features 
a USB port with Wiselink technology, 
which allows you to hook up your dig- 
ital camera, digital camcorder, AAP3 
player, or USB drive to play back digital 
images and music— without the need to 
connect any extra boxes to the HDTV. 
To help you see how HDTVs with a 
built-in multimedia playback can sim- 
plify your home-theater setup, we'll lead 
you through the connection process 
using Samsung's PN58A650. 

Setup In A Flash 

If media playback functionality is built 
in, most TV manufacturers locate the 
USB port on the left or right side of the 



Infolink 



TV for convenient ac- 
cess. The Wiselink USB 
port on the Samsung 
PN58A650 is placed on 
the left-hand side. When 
you connect a device 
with JPEG photos or 
MP3 audio files to the 
USB port, such as a USB 
flash drive, the PN58- 
A650 will load up its 
menu interface and let 
you browse the files 
stored on your portable 
device. To display an 
image or play music, 
just select Play on your 
remote control. 



Play A 
Slideshow 




In many cases, you'll 

want to play a series 

of photos or songs. 
Rather than selecting the files one-by- 
one, the Samsung PN58A650's menu al- 
lows you to create a playlist, and you 
can use the included remote control to 



With the Samsung PN58A650 s Wiselink and Infolink 
features, it's easy to play back and display image files, music, 
and up-to-date news on your entertainment center. 



The Samsung PN58A650 also includes an Infolink feature that allows you to 
keep up on the latest news, weather, and stock information — right from your 
TV. To access the content, you'll just need to connect an Ethernet cable from 
your router or purchase Samsung's Wireless LAN Adapter to receive data over 
your wireless network. Once set up, click the Menu button on your PN58A650 
remote, and you can bring up the content, or you can configure the TV to keep 
the information on-screen, similar to the Widget function in Windows Vista. • 



view and select the files you want to 
play. If your device contains both audio 
and image files, such as Samsung's NV3 
7.2MP digital camera ($249.99), you can 
program a photo slideshow with MP3 
audio files you select, so it's easy to 
create a custom presentation with 
music — ideal for setting the mood that 
matches the photos. 



For additional home-theater connec- 
tivity, the PN58A650 indues four HDAAI, 
two Component, two Composite, one 
S-Video, and one PC input, so it's easy to 
integrate the TV into your existing 
home theater. 03 
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Home-Theater 
Black Tie Protection 

Give Your HDTV The Star Treatment 



ou don't think twice about 
WA protecting your expensive 
jewelry, so why should home- 
theater equipment in the 
same price range be any 
different? By adding Geek 
Squad Black Tie Protection to your 30-inch 
or larger TV purchases, you can expand 
warranty benefits beyond those provided 
by the manufacturer. "We noticed manu- 
facturer warranties were only really de- 
signed to cover the product/' says Geek 
Squad Double Agent Derek Meister. "We 
started to look not just at the product, but 
at how you use the product." 



This philosophy is why Geek Squad Black 
Tie Protection offers two plans that 
cover product failures due to normal 
wear-and-tear that usually isn't covered 
by manufacturer warranties. (See the 
"Geek Squad Black Tie Protection Plan 
For 30-inch Or Larger HDTVs" chart 
below for more details.) 

The Standard Plan will keep your TV 
working at its peak performance, thereby 
letting you enjoy your home theater with 
minimal downtime. Features such as uni- 
form pixel repair and burn-in coverage 
are offered with this plan. 



A step up from what the Standard Plan 
offers, the Premium Plan has additional 
features to help prevent TV problems. 
Customers who purchase the Premium 
Plan in conjunction with calibration ser- 
vices will receive a $50 discount. That 
means after your TV's initial calibration, 
future calibrations can be made if needed. 

And if your TV can't be fixed on the initial 
visit, technicians provide a loaner TV on 
request. "They literally roll it right out of 
the truck," says Meister. 133 

by Tracy Baker 



Geek Squad Black Tie Protection Plan 
For 30-inch Or Larger HDTVs 



Features 


Standard Plan 

(online and in-store) 


Premium Plan 

(in-store only) 


Normal Wear & Tear 


Yes 


Yes 


Pixel Repair 


Yes 


Yes 


Burn-In Coverage 


Yes 


Yes 


Projection TV Bulb Replacement 


Yes 


Yes 


No Lemon Policy 


Yes 


Yes 


Power Surge Repair 


Yes 


Yes 


Reinstallation Of Your Product 


Yes 


Yes 


Initial Calibration 


No 


Yes 


Post- Repair Recalibration 


No 


Yes 


Telephone Troubleshooting 


No 


Yes 


TV Loaner 


No 


Yes 



Why ISF-Certification 
Is Key 

Anyone can adjust the basic set- 
tings of an HDTV and claim that 
they've calibrated it, but only ISF-cer- 
tified specialists have the training and 
tools to truly get the most out of an 
HDTV. They can access settings that 
are normally off-limits using a TV's 
service menu to fine-tune every aspect 
of the picture, and they also use a 
sophisticated package of calibration 
hardware and software to test their ad- 
justments and make sure they conform 
to industry standards. A typical ISF- 
certified calibration session can cost 
hundreds of dollars all by itself, but 
it's just one component of a complete 
Black Tie Protection package. • 
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Hang It Up 

Get The Right Flat- Panel 
Mount For Your HDTV 





D here's no denying that 
mounting LCDs and plas- 
mas on a wall is best from 
both an aesthetic and 
practical standpoint. Set- 
ting it up this way shows 
off just how thin the panel really is, makes 
it easier to achieve the recommended 
viewing distance, and just looks cool. 

Best Buy offers three different categories 
of wall mounts for flat-panel displays: 
low-profile, tilting, and full-motion. 
Low-profile mounts keep the set as flush 



to the wall as possible but offer limited or 
no ability to tilt the HDTV. These work 
well in rooms where you can control am- 
bient lighting so that glare doesn't inter- 
fere with the picture. 

Tilting models mount the set on a hinge 
to let you tilt it up or down a bit, and 
full-motion mounts let you pull the set 
out from the wall, tilt it up or down, and 
rotate it left or right. These are excellent 
options when the set is located in a 
room where glare is a problem or in a 
room where people tend to watch the 



Geek Squad Flat-Panel Mounting Services 


Service 


Price 


Notes 


HDTV 


$99.99 


For HDTVs up to 32 inches 


Mounting Services* 


$199.99 


For HDTVs 33 to 60 inches 




$399.99 


For HDTVs 61 inches and larger 


TV Wire Conceal 


$49.99 


Service does not include the 


Service 




concealment of AC power cords 


Bundled Services That Includ 


e Flat-Panel Mounting 


Advanced Home Theater 


$449.99 


Service Includes: TV & Video 


Setup & Mount 




Setup, TV Mounting 33 to 60 
inches, TV Wire Conceal, 
Speaker Setup 


Premium Home Theater 


$799.99 


Service Includes: TV & Video 


Setup & Mount 




Setup, TV Mounting 33 to 60 
inches, TV Wire Conceal, 
Speaker Setup, Speaker Mounting 



* All TV Mounting Services must be purchased with a Setup service (TV & Video Setup $99.99 or Standard Home 
Theater Setup $199.99). 



television in bed or while sitting on the 
floor because the set can be pointed at 
an angle that makes viewing it more 
comfortable. Full-motion mounts are 
also ideal for mounting an HDTV in a 
corner because their arms can extend to 
give the TV clearance from each wall 
while still letting it retain its ability to 
tilt up and down. 

Some of the most advanced mounts, 
such as the Sanus LA112-B1 ($899.99; 
www.sanus.com), are motorized to offer 
the best of all worlds. The LA112-B1 
comes with a remote control that lets 
you tilt, swivel, and extend the mount 
without even leaving the couch. 

Leave It To The Pros 

Mounts can be tricky to install, particu- 
larly if you have a large, heavy flat-panel 
display, so you can let Geek Squad take 
all of the guesswork out of it by opting 
for one of its Home Theater Setup & 
Mounting packages. (See the "Geek 
Squad Flat-Panel Mounting Services" 
sidebar for more information.) Geek 
Squad Agents can even conceal all the 
wires in the wall behind the set, providing 
that truly professional look that can ele- 
vate your HDTV from the realm of elec- 
tronics into the realm of art. 03 

by Tracy Baker 
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Yes, You Need To 

Calibrate 

Give Your HDTV A Makeover 




t's probably for the 
best that we con- 
sumers don't have ac- 
cess to the settings 
that will make our 
HDTVs look their 
best. Sure, you can use a calibration 
disc, but chances are good that the 
TV's menu controls won't let you do 
everything those discs suggest you do. 
The advanced stuff requires a trip to 
the HDTVs service menu, which is ac- 
cessed by punching a secret code into 
your remote control. We don't advise 
that you do so, however, because you 
can ruin your TV. 



The HDTV manufacturers keep the code 
a secret for a reason: Poking around in 
the wrong places can have devastating 
consequences. "Consumers should never 
go into the service menu," says Ira 
George, an ISF-certified Elite Services 
Specialist for Geek Squad (www.geek 
squad.com) in Omaha, Neb. "If they 
don't know what they're doing, they will 
render the TV useless." 

Indeed, one ISF-certified calibrator we 
spoke with years ago during a calibra- 
tion session told us the sad tale of a cus- 
tomer who entered the service menu 
and accidentally turned off the electron 



What To Expect From A Calibration 

If you decide to call 



in Geek Squad's 
Home Theater Cali- 
bration team to cali- 
brate your HDTV, you 
can expect the Agents 
to establish maximum 
contrast between black 
and white, so images 



look their best and re- 
tain maximum detail. 
The ISF-certified Elite 
Service Specialist will 
also use color analyzer 
equipment to objec- 
tively tune color satur- 
ation and temperature 
as precisely as possible, 



( 



M 
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letting you see video 
exactly the same way 
that the person creating 
it did. 

A calibration session 
includes two inputs on 
the set, so if you have a 
DVD player and cable 
box, for example, the 
HDTVs inputs will be 
calibrated specifically 
for the video output 
from those two devices. 
Calibration also adjusts 
the sound levels and po- 
sitioning of the speakers 
in a surround-sound 
setup, so your entire 
home theater will look 
and sound as good as 
it can. 



guns used to display an image on the 
screen. He couldn't see anything — in- 
cluding the service menu — and his tele- 
vision was essentially broken until the 
ISF calibrator arrived to save the day. 

As if going into the service menu isn't 
perilous enough, there's not much the 
average consumer can do once they 
get there. You need pricey equipment 
to adjust the settings found there — 
exactly the kind of equipment ISF- 
certified calibrators have. "We use 
calibration equipment provided by 
Sencore," says George. "It is a color 
analyzer that is used to set the white 
balance of the customers' displays. 
Without that equipment, customers 
cannot accurately set the colors of 
their televisions." 

There are only a few downsides to cali- 
bration. The first is that it can't be done 
right out of the box. "It is recommended 
that the TV have at least 100 hours of use 
before a calibration can be performed 
properly," says George. There also are a 
few things calibration can't overcome. 
"Calibration cannot correct alignment 
issues in rear-projection TVs," George 
says. "Calibration also cannot correct any 
service issues with the TV." 

Although you can expect to budget 10 
to 15% of the purchase price of your 
television for a professional calibration 
session, consider it an entertainment 
investment that will pay dividends for 
years to come. B3 

by Tracy Baker 
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Home-Theater Shopping 

Questionnaire 

Find The Right Budget & HDTV To Fit Your Needs 



To figure out where 
you should start 
your HDTV hunt, 
fill out the two 
questionnaire sec- 
tions on this page. 
For more details 
about specific HD- 
TV models and 
the features they 
offer, we suggest 
you speak with a 
CE retail associate. 



How Much Are You Willing To Spend? 

What is your overall home-theater budget? 

$ (ex. $4,166) 

Break your previous answer into the percentages below. This 
10%/30%/60% cost formula will show you how much you should 
budget for each piece of a home-theater setup. 

10% High-quality cables and speaker wires = $ (ex. $416) 

30% Audio system and disc player = $ (ex. $1,250) 

60% HDTV and setup costs = $ (ex. $2,500) 



What Is Your HDTV Type? 

Which HDTV best fits your situation? 

a. A thin-profile TV that I can mount on my 
wall. The screen size doesn't matter, and I 
want plenty of options to choose from. 
The TV's viewing angle won't be an issue, 
and it needs to be able to function in a 
room where I have little control over nat- 
ural light. 

b. A wall-mountable TV that is as little as 
3 inches thick and 50 inches or larger. 
It should have a wide viewing angle for 
when my friends and family get together 
to watch the big game. I also want the 
TV to offer realistic color and a high con- 
trast ratio, without it suffering from mo- 
tion blur. 

c. I want an HDTV that isn't going to cost 
me an arm and a leg. It should have a 
large screen (50 inches or larger). It can 
take up plenty of space in my home, and 
I don't want to bother with installing a 
wall mount. 



How much power do 
you want your TV to use? 

a. An HDTV that has average to good 
power consumption. 

b. The TV's power consumption isn't 
an issue. 

How much maintenance/money 
are you willing to put into your new 
HDTV investment? 

a. I don't want to replace or purchase any- 
thing after my home theater is set up. 

b. Replacing parts that may cost $200 or 
more in a few years doesn't bother me. 

How quickly do you expect your HDTV 
to be ready for your viewing pleasure? 

a. It should be ready as soon as I press the 
Power button. 

b. I can wait 20 seconds or so for the TV to 
warm up. 



Answers |For Part B 

Total up the results for each 
question that you answered 
and find your HDTV type 
below. Questions that you 
answered with the letter a 
are 1 point, b are two points, 
and c are 3 points. 

Less than 6 points. As far as 

HDTVs are concerned, an 
LCD is right up your alley. 
To produce the same pic- 
ture brightness, LCDs use 
less power than plasmas, 
and they generally have a 
higher native resolution 
than what same-sized 
plasma TVs offer. 

6 to 7 points. Look no further 
than a plasma TV in your 
HDTV search. These TVs 
boast the best in picture 
quality, as well as long life 
spans. Some plasma manu- 
facturers claim their TVs can 
last more than 20 years with 
eight hours of use per day. 

More than 7 points. For the 

budget-conscious among us, 
RPTVs (rear-projection TVs) 
are a perfect match. This 
type of screen may take up 
more space than its HDTV 
counterparts, but you'll be 
able to keep your overall 
home-theater budget lower. 
This TV is sure to be the cen- 
ter of attention in any room. 
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THINGS TO KNOW 

Home-Theater Accessories 



Wall Mounts 



Q 



What is a wall mount? 

A bracket or arm that lets you hang a flat-panel HDTV on 
a wall. Mounts must be securely bolted to a solid support. 



Q 



What is the benefit of mounting my plasma 
or LCD TV? 

A professionally wall-mounted HDTV looks attractive, es- 
pecially if the cables are cleanly routed through the wall. 



Q 



How do I choose a mount? 



It should be rated to hold your HDTV's weight and 
then some. Look for easy adjustability, too. Lastly, verify 
that the mount's bracket matches your TV's mounting holes. 



Q 



Do I need an adjustable mount? 



In most cases, yes. An adjustable mount lets you angle 
the TV to avoid glare and to present the best picture 
(i.e., viewed perpendicularly) to any seat. 



Surge Protectors 



Q 



What purpose does a surge protector serve? 

Surge protectors prevent electrical surges and spikes 
from reaching any component connected to it. 



Q 



What causes power surges and spikes? 



Lightning strikes are the most well-known cause. Other 
sources include downed power lines, faulty wiring, and 
appliances that need large amounts of electricity to turn on. 



Q 



How much do surge protectors cost? 

You can spend anywhere from about $10 to a few hun- 
dred dollars, though you'll usually get what you pay for. 



Q 



What characteristics should I consider in a surge 
protector? 



Look for a joule rating of 1,000 or more. (The higher the 
rating, the more protection.) Additionally, look for a life 
span of several years and consider a protector that has LEDs. 
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Q 



Power Conditioners 



What's a power conditioner? 



A power conditioner is a device that removes "noise" 
such as RF (radio frequency) and EMI (electromagnetic 

interference) from power sources so that a home theater's 

audio and video is clean and crisp. 



Q 



What's the difference between a power conditioner 
and a UPS (uninterruptable power supply)? 



A power conditioner is designed to make sure the 
audio and video signals reaching your components are 
clean. A UPS ensures that your components will continue to 
receive power during a brownout or blackout. 



Q 



Why do I need a power conditioner? 



A power conditioner can protect your expensive home- 
theater devices from damage with voltage regulation, as 

well as ensure that the highest-quality signals are getting to 

your equipment for optimal enjoyment. 



Q 



What form factors do power conditioners come in? 



Some power conditioners look somewhat like a surge 
protector, while others can be wall-mounted, rack- 
mounted, or placed in your entertainment center. 



Q 



Will a power conditioner keep my home-theater 
equipment running in the event of a power outage? 



Some power conditioners will, but none is designed to 
run the devices for long rather, they will provide enough 
power to allow you time to shut down your equipment. 



Q 



Cables 

What cables do I need to connect my HDTV and 
DVD/BD (Blu-ray Disc) player? 



You need a video cable and audio lines, unless you use 
an HDMI (High-Definition Multimedia Interface) 
cable, which carries both video and sound. 



Q 



What kind of video cables are there? 



The best cables are digital ones, namely HDMI and 
DVI (Digital Video Interface). Analog cables from 

good to worst include Component video, S-Video, coaxial, 

and Composite. 



Q 



Should I connect my DVD/BD player's video cable 
directly to my TV? 



Yes, unless you want to route the video through a 
suitable surround-sound receiver for better synchro- 
nization, centralized device control, and/or upconversion to 
720 or 1080 resolution. 




Q 



What kind of audio cables are there? 



HDMI has the most bandwidth, so it's best for high- 
def sound formats. Optical and coaxial digital cables 
are next best, and analog RCA cables are tolerable. 



Q 



How should I hook up audio cables? 



If you have a sound system, connect your video 
source's audio output directly to it using the best type 

of cable possible, such as HDMI. Otherwise, route the audio 

cable(s) to your TV. 
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DLP® TV 

More Screen, Less Money 



A 



MITSUBISHI 
ELECTRIC 

DIGITAL TELEVISIONS' 





Mitsubishi Diamond 
835 Series SuperSlim 
1080pDLP® HDTVs 
(WD-65835/WD-73835) 

MSRP: 65-inch model $2,599 

SKU: 8886896 

MSRP: 73-inch model $3,499 

SKU: 8886912 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

With video and sound performance that out- 
paces today's smaller flat panels, Mitsubishi's 
Diamond 835 Series DLP® HDTVs offer a larger 
than life, vivid viewing experience. Available 
in 65- and 73-inch screen sizes, the 835 Series 
DLP HDTVs come equipped with Mitsubishi's 
exclusive 6-Color Processor and 3D-ready 
viewing technology, and are energy efficient. 

Perfect For 

With 1080p video resolution, a compact cab- 
inet, and simple design, these HDTVs are per- 
fect for those who want a large HDTV screen 
that won't take up a lot of space. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 1080p DLP* display with Tru1080p™ and Plush1080p @ Processing 

• Exclusive 6-Color Processor™ generates a brighter and wider range of 
colors and creates whiter whites 

• Smooth 120Hz™* minimizes motion blur 

• x.v.Color™, a new standard for HDTV, enables more color than ever before 

• Color 4D Video Noise Reduction, PerfectColor™, and PerfectTint™* allow 
for additional advanced color processing and adjustment 

• Dark Detailer™* for optimal viewing of dark, dramatic scenes 

• SharpEdge™* creates crisp, sharp edges for stunning picture precision 

• NetCommand* provides a true one-remote control home-theater system 

Coolest Feature 

Thanks to the innovative DLP chip design, this energy-efficient HDTV re- 
quires up to 50% less power consumption than other HDTV technologies. 



* Diamond Step Up Feature 
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The Ultimate Home-Theater Experience 
Mitsubishi Diamond DLP Series HDTVs 




You've finally finished renovating your home-theater room, 
and now you're looking for the perfect large-screen HDTV 
to finish it off. After all, an HDTV with an impressive screen 
can make for memorable family get-togethers or action- 
packed sports parties. If you want the biggest value for the 
lowest price, consider a DLP (Digital Light Processing) 
HDTV, such as Mitsubishi's Diamond DLP HDTV series 
(www.AAitsubishi-TV.com/TheaterTV). 

The DLP Advantage 

DLP HDTVs have many benefits over flat-panel LCD and 
plasma HDTVs. For starters, they are more energy efficient, re- 
quiring up to 50% less power to operate. Mitsubishi's Diamond 
DLP HDTV series uses significantly less wattage than other 
HDTV technologies, both in operation and during standby. So 
while you're enjoying time with your family and friends, you 
can feel good knowing that you're saving energy, too. 

You can also give your guests an immersive home-theater ex- 
perience with a bigger, brighter DLP HDTV. DLP's all-digital 
technology enables the Diamond series to reach 65 inches 
(WD-65835; $2,599) and even 73 inches (WD-73835; $3,499) 
without losing picture quality to grainy or pixilated images. 



In addition, Mitsubishi's Diamond series offers 
several image-enhancing features that make 
your favorite movies more lifelike, such as 
PerfecTint, which allows you to adjust the tint 
settings of each color, and Dark Detailer, 
which displays deeper blacks and creates bet- 
ter details in darker scenes so you can see 
when the hero is gaining on the villain 
through a grim alley. The SharpEdge feature 
enhances the horizontal and vertical edges for 
a precise, sharp image, and Smooth 120Hz re- 
duces motion-blur, so even the fast-paced, 
end-of-movie car chase is smooth as silk. 

Invite the extended family over and share the 
snapshots from your sister's wedding by plug- 
ging your USB flash device into the USB Photo 
Input, conveniently located on the front of 
Diamond series HDTVs. The front HDMI input 
makes it easy to temporarily connect your Blu-ray Disc player, 
and three rear HDMI ports give you plenty of connectivity for 
all your home-theater and entertainment equipment, such as 
a surround-sound system and gaming console. 

Be confident knowing that DLP HDTVs are thinner and 
sleeker than ever before. The 65-inch Diamond model is 
only 15.3 inches in depth, and the 73-inch model measures 
only 17.5 inches deep. You can position your DLP HDTV on 
a matching TV stand and rest easy knowing that you'll have 
plenty of extra space in your living room. 

DLP HDTVs are also less expensive than similarly sized flat- 
panel LCD or plasma HDTVs. On average, a 52-inch flat-panel 
LCD HDTV costs the same as Mitsubishi's 65-inch Diamond 
DLP. Savings like these make it easy for you to budget for other 
home-theater essentials, such as HDMI cables. 



The Choice Is Simple 

DLP HDTVs are bigger, cost less than other HDTV technolo- 
gies, and won't take up excess space in your living room, 
making DLP HDTVs the clear choice for the ultimate home- 
theater experience. 
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LCD TV 

Immerse Yourself In Big Picture & Sound 




Mitsubishi 149 Series 
LCD Flat-Panel HDTVs 
(LT-46149/LT-52149) 

MSRP: 46-inch model $2,499 

SKU: 8961368 

MSRP: 52-inch model $2,999 

SKU: 8961634 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

The Mitsubishi 149 Series flat-panel TVs with 
immersive sound provide a simple, space- 
saving solution for built-in surround sound in 
your home-theater setup. Without clutter, 
such as extra cables or speakers*, these TVs fea- 
ture an UltraThin Frame™, which will give you 
more picture and sound without taking up 
precious space. 

Perfect For 

The 149 Series is ideal for home-theater enthu- 
siasts with limited space who are looking for an 
immersive home-theater experience with a 
single, stylish, sophisticated unit.* 



Outstanding Benefits 

1080p LCD flat-panel display with Tru1080p™ and Plush1080p @ Processing 

Integrated sound projector for true-to-life 5.1 surround sound* 

Exclusive 6-Color Processor™ produces bright colors and whiter whites 

Smooth 120Hz™ minimizes blur 

Deep Color and x.v.Color™ enables more color than ever before 

Four SimplayH Decertified HDMI 1.3a inputs 

NetCommand* provides a true one-remote control home-theater system 

USB input enables you to easily connect USB devices 

Digital cable-ready CableCARD slot allows quick and easy cable setup 

Coolest Feature 

The 16-Speaker Integrated Sound Projector with variable subwoofer 
preout gives you true-to-life 5.1 surround sound without bulky receivers 
or additional speakers.* 



* Adding a powered subwoofer to the TV is recommended for the best sound. 
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LG's Series Of LCD HDTVs 



#LG 



LG's LCD HDTVs are optimized for your viewing pleasure. Without video blur or distortion, these flat-screens produce crisp, 
true- to-life images. And with sophisticated sound thanks to Clear Voice technology and ultra-sleek hidden speaker technologies, 
your home-theater setup is sure to become a hit. With a number of LCD series to choose from, and a variety of features in- 
cluded, you're sure to find an LG LCD that fits your home-theater needs. 






HD 


Resolution 


Dyr 


lamic 


Cor 


ltrast 




Ratio 



LG30 Series 



LG40 Series 



LG50 Series 



LG60 Series 



LG70 Series 



What It Means 



Diagonal screen measurement 



The fixed TV resolution 




19", 22", 26", 32", 
37", and 42" class 



720p 



26" and 32" class 
(both include a side- 
loading Progressive 
scan DVD player) 



720p 



37", 42", 47", and 
52" class 



1080p 



A ratio of the brightest whites to 1 2,000:1 (19", 22", 1 2,000:1 (26" class is 1 5,000:1 
the darkest blacks 26" are 5,000:1) 5,000:1) 



37", 42", 47", and 
52" class 



1080p 



32", 42", 47", and 
52" class 



1080p 



50,000:1 (32" and 40,000:1 (32" class 
52" class are is 15,000:1) 

15,000:1) 



Response 



HDMI Inputs 



How quickly the LCD delivers 
images 



High-definition A/V source 
connection 



LG SimpLink 
Connectivity 



5ms (19" is 8ms) 32" class is 5ms; 
26" class is 6.5ms 



3 (26" class has 2; 3 
19" and 22" class 
havel) 



5ms 



37" 42", and 47" class 42" and 47" class 



Technoloy that creates clear, None None 

smooth images, even during fast 
action scenes 



Allows for convenient control of Included on 26", Included 
other LG SimpLink products using 32", 37", and 42" 
the existing HDMI connection class 



None 



Included 



are 2.7ms; 32" and 
52" class are 4ms 



are 2.7ms; 32" and 
52" class are 4ms 



Included (32" class Inlcuded (32" class 
is 60Hz) is 60Hz) 



Included 



Included 



ntelligent 
Sensor 



Invisible 
Speaker 



Clear Voice 
Technology 



Adjusts your video and sound Cinema, Sports, 

settings to maximize what you're Game 
watching 

Automatically optimizes video in a None 
variety of lighting conditions 



Entire front TV bezel is a hidden 
speaker system 

I Enhances programs' voice tracks 
when background noise swells 



Included 



Included on 26" 
32", 37", and 42" 
class 



More than 25 calibration tweaks Included on 22", 
| other TVs can't make 26", 37", and 42" 

class 



The range that the HDTV can be 178 degrees 
viewed 



Cinema, Sports, Game Cinema, Sports, 
Game 



None 



Included 



Included 



Included 



Included on 32" class Included 



Included 



1 78 degrees 



Included 



1 78 degrees 



Cinema, Sports, 
Game 



Included 



Included 



Included 



Included 



Cinema, Sports, 
Game 



Included 



Included 



Included 



Included 



1 78 degrees 1 78 degrees 
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Rocketfish's Series Of Cables 



'^saftft. 



Finding the right cables is a necessity for any home-theater setup. Rocketfish offers high-quality A/V cables for a number of 
needs — from subwoofer to HDTV to game console hookups. With these cable connections, you'll be able to expand your home- 
theater possibilities more than you thought possible. 



Compatibility 



Length Of Cable 



Soldering 



In-Wall Rated 

Cable 
Management 



In-Wall HDMI Cable 

SKUs 8881221; 8883513; 
8464119 



Digital Coaxial Cable 

SKU 8315129 



Subwoofer Cable 

SKU 8315511 




""£ 



Designed for in-wall instal- Connect up to two audio 



lation, this HDMI connec- 
tor will help you create a 
home-theater setup that 
doesn't sacrifice audio or 
video integrity, while hid- 
ing unsightly cables 



Connects HDMI-compati- 
ble components, such as 
HDTVs, digital cable/satel- 
lite boxes, DVD players, 
A/V receivers, and more 



8, 12, or 25 feet 



components via an RCA 
digital audio connection 
to enjoy quality multi- 
channel surround sound 



This cable is compatible 
with HDTVs, A/V re- 
ceivers, DVD and CD 
players, as well as set- top 
boxes 



8 feet 



Add a subwoofer to your 
home-theater audio setup 
with this multistranded 
high-purity copper cable 
to benefit from clear audio 
and defined base lines 



Use this cable to connect a 
subwoofer to an A/V re- 
ceiver or amplifier via an 
RCA audio connection 



95% copper braid and dual- N/A 
layer 100% aluminum Mylar 
foil shields protect against 
external signal interference 



15 feet 



For minimal signal inter- 
ference, this cable features 
a 90% copper briad 



24K gold plating for better 24K gold plating for better 24K gold plating for better 
corrosion resistance and corrosion resistance and corrosion resistance and 
enhanced signal transfer enhanced signal transfer enhanced signal transfer 



Multistranded high-purity 
copper conductors im- 
prove signal integrity and 
minimize resistance 

Fully shielded metal con- 
nector shell gives you ad- 
ditional interference 
protection 



Multistranded high-purity 
copper conductors im- 
prove signal integrity and 
minimize resistance 



Multistranded high-purity 
copper conductors im- 
prove signal integrity and 
minimize resistance 



75ohm nitrogen-injected Reduce audio signal inter- 
dielectric sheath maintains ference with 100% Mylar 
consistent signal transfer foil sheilding 



Silver soldering maximizes Silver soldering maximizes 
conductivity for better sig- conductivity for better sig- 
nal transfer and corrosion nal transfer and corrosion 
resistance resistance 



N/A 



Non-slip grip and smooth- Ergonomic non-slip grip 



fit minimizes connector 
damage. Protective cover 
keeps cables free of dust 
and debris for wall installa 
] tion 

Yes 



and smooth-fit insertion 
minimizes risk of damage 
to connectors or devices 



No 



Included RocketClip will Included RocketClip will 
help you reduce cable help you reduce cable 

clutter clutter 



Ergonomic non-slip grip 
and smooth-fit insertion 
minimizes risk of damage 
to connectors or devices 



No 

Included RocketClip will 
help you reduce cable 
clutter 



Digital Optical Cable 

SKU 8315147 



TOSLINK Optical Cable 

SKU 7832223 



. . 




Add stunning digital audio With enhanced signal trans- 



quality to your home- 
theater audio experience 
by connecting two audio 
components with this 8- 
foot digital optical cable 



HDTVs, A/V receivers, 
DVD and CD players, as 
well as set-top boxes with 
optical outputs can use 
this cable 



8 feet 



N/A 



24K gold plating helps protect 
the cable's optical lens to en- 
sure consistent signal transfer 

N/A 



N/A 



N/A 



Ergonomic non-slip grip 
and smooth-fit insertion 
minimizes risk of damage 
to connectors or devices 



No 

Included RocketClip will 
help you reduce cable 
clutter 



fer and improved audio ca- 
pabilities, this cable will 
connect TOSUNK-compati- 
ble devices 



Connects DVD or CD play- 
ers, satellite DVRs, and other 
devices with a TOSLINK op- 
tical output 



4 feet 



N/A 



24K gold plating for better 
corrosion resistance and 
enhanced signal transfer 

N/A 



N/A 



N/A 



Ergonomic non-slip grip 
and smooth-fit insertion 
minimizes risk of damage 
to connectors or devices 



No 

Included RocketClip will 
help you reduce cable 
clutter 
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HDMI Cable 

SKU 8905839 




Watch your favorite home 
movies in true high-defini- 
tion by connecting your 
HD camcorder to an HDTV 
with this HDMI cable 



Connect camcorders or 
other HDMI devices with 
an HDMI output to 
HDTVs, monitors, pro- 
jectors, or other home- 
theater components 

8 feet 



Copper braiding ensures 
quality audio and video 
signal transfer 



24K gold plating for better 
corrosion resistance and 
enhanced signal transfer 

Multistranded high-purity 
copper conductors im- 
prove signal integrity and 
minimize resistance 

Dual-layer aluminum Mylar 
foil shield rejects external 
audio and video interfer- 



Silver soldering maximizes 
conductivity for better 
signal transfer 



Ergonomic non-slip grip 
and smooth-fit insertion 
minimizes risk of damage 
to connectors or devices 



No 

Included RocketClip will 
help you reduce cable 
clutter 



March's 
Featured Product 




Component Video Cable 

SKUs 831 5049; 831 5058 



Bring two home-theater video 
components together for great 
video results with the Component 
video cable 



Used to connect two components 
via RCA component video con- 
nection, this cable can be used to 
connect TVs, A/V receivers, DVD 
players, and satellite/cable boxes 



4 or 8 fet 



99% copper braid and 100% alu- 
minum Mylar foil shield protect 
against external signal interference 



N/A 



N/A 



75ohm nitrogen-injected dielec- 
tric sheath for quality signal con- 
sistency and strength 



Silver soldering helps improve sig- 
nal conductivity for crisp and 
clear video 



Ergonomic non-slip grip and 
smooth-fit insertion minimizes 
risk of damage to connectors or 
devices 



No 



Included RocketClip will help you 
reduce cable clutter 



This S-Video cable is rated 
for in-wall use to help you 
avoid cable clutter or can 
be used for installing cus- 
tom home-theater setups 



Connects TVs, DVD play- 
ers, cable/satellite boxes, 
receivers, and more 
through S-Video jacks 



25 feet 



95% copper and dual-layer 
100% aluminum Mylar foil 
shields protect against ex- 
ternal signal interference 

24K gold plating for better 
corrosion resistance and 
enhanced signal transfer 

N/A 



75ohm nitrogen -injected 
dielectric sheath for quality 
signal consistency and 
strength 



Silver soldering maximizes 
conductivity for better sig- 
nal transfer 



Ergonomic non-slip grip 
and smooth-fit insertion 
minimizes risk of damage 
to connectors or devices 



Yes 

Included RocketClip 

will help you reduce cable 

clutter 



jish 



HD Component Video/Stereo 
Audio Gaming Cable for Xbox 60 

SKU 8362595 



Female-DVI-to-Male- 
HDMI Adapter 

SKU 8315502 




U 



Connect this cable to your 
Xbox 360 to start enjoying 
HD video on your HDTV or 
SD video on your regular 
TV; this package will also let 
you connect your game 
console to other compatible 
home-theater components 

Connects Xbox 360 to a 
HDTV, SDTV, or other com- 
patible home-theater com- 
ponents. 



ThisDVI-to-HDMI 
adapter allows you to 
link DVI and HDMI com- 
ponents for seamless 
integration of your home- 
theater components 



For use with TVs, 
satellite/cable boxes, re- 
ceivers, and DVD players 
with DVI outputs 




8 feet 



N/A 






Gold-plated connectors 
provide maximum signal 
transfer 



N/A 



i 



Dual-shielded for minimum exter- 
nal video and audio interference. 
Includes TOSLINK optical output 
for digital audio connection 

N/A 



N/A 



N/A 



24K gold plating for better 
corrosion resistance and 
enhanced signal transfer 

N/A 



N/A 



N/A 



Ergonomic non-slip grip Ergonomic non-slip grip 

and smooth-fit insertion and smooth-fit insertion 

minimizes risk of damage to minimizes risk of damage 

connectors or devices to connectors or devices 



No 



N/A 



No 
N/A 
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Which LCD TV Is Best For You? 

o you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. With all the models on today's market, 
you want to be sure the model you select is the best for you and your family. Refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 



Outputs 



Refresh rate 



What It Means 



The diag- 
onal mea- 
surement 
of the TV's 
screen 



Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 



A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 



The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 



Inputs let you 
connect your 
components 
to your TV 



Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to periph- 
erals, such as audio 
to speakers 



How many still 
frames of video 
appear on-screen 
in one second 



Insignia 
NS-LCD42HD-09 

MSRP: $949.99* 
SKU 8632802 



42 
inches 



27x39.8x 
4.5 inches; 
40.7 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
S- Video; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 PC; 1 RF 



2 audio 



60Hz 



LG 37LG50 

MSRP: $1,049.95* 
SKU 8743675 



37 
inches 



24.1x36.9x 
3.5 inches; 
34.4 pounds 



1080p 



1 78 degrees 



3 HDMI; 4 
Component; 2 
Composite; 1 S- 
Video; 1 PC; 1 RF 



3 audio 



60Hz 




Toshiba REGZA 
42RV535U 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 9034644 



42 
inches 



25.5x39.8x 
3.7 inches; 
46.3 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
S- Video; 1 PC 



2 audio 



60Hz 




Sharp AQUOS 
LC-52D85U 

MSRP: $2,299.99* 
SKU 9034243 



52 
inches 



31.34x49.3x 
3.16 inches; 
52.9 
pounds 



1080p 



176 
degrees 



5 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
Composite; 1 
S-Video; 1 PC 



N/A 



120Hz 



LG 52LG70 

MSRP: $2,799.95* 
SKU 8833747 



52 
inches 



33.3x50.6x 
5.1 inches; 
79.6 
pounds 



1080p 



178 
degrees 



4 HDMI; 4 Com- 
ponent; 1 Com- 
posite; 1 RF; 1 
PC; 1 S- Video 



2 audio 



120Hz 




Mitsubishi 
LT-52149 

MSRP: $2,999* 
SKU 8961634 



52 
inches 



^P 



31.5x47.7x 
4.8 inches; 
83.8 pounds 
(with stand) 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 3 
Component; 2 
S-Video; 2 
Composite 



2 audio 



120Hz 




Hitachi UT47X902 

MSRP: $3,199.95* 
SKU 9018644 



47 
inches 



45.1 86x 
31.63x1.5 
inches (with 
stand); N/A 



1080p 



178 
degrees 



1 HDMI; 1 Com- 
posite 



1 audio 



120Hz 




Sony Bravia 
KDL-46XBR8 

MSRP: $4,699.99* 
SKU 8996508 



46 
inches 



27x49.625x 
5.75 inches; 
71.6 
pounds 



1080p 



178 
degrees 



4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 3 
Composite; 1 S- 
Video; 1 RF; 1 PC 



1 audio 



120Hz 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **unless specified, this is without stand 
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Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 

If you're planning on buying a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to 
this chart for further help when shopping. 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 



Outputs 



Refresh rate 




What It Means 



The diag- 
onal mea- 
surement 
of the TV's 
screen 



Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 



A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 



The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 



Inputs let 
you connect 
your com- 
ponents to 
your TV 



Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 



How many still 
frames of video 
appear on-screen 
in one second 




Panasonic 
TH-42PX80U 

MSRP: $1,199.95* 
SKU 8722448 



42 
inches 



26.7x40.2x 
3.7 inches; 
56.7 
pounds 



720p 



N/A 



3HDMI;2 
Component; 2 
Composite; 2 
S-Video 



2 audio 



480Hz 




Samsung 
PN42A450 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 8749376 



42 
inches 



26.3x41. 5x 
3.8 inches; 
59.1 
pounds 



720p 



175 
degrees 



3 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
PC 



N/A 



60Hz 




Insignia 
NS-PDP50 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 8454996 



50 
inches 



32x5 1.4x 
4.2 inches; 
95 pounds 



720p 



N/A 



2 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
S-Video; 1 RF; 
1PC 



1 audio 



60Hz 




LG 50PG60 

MSRP: $2,499.98* 
SKU 8962045 



50 
inches 



31.2x48.7x 
3.1 inches; 
87.5 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
S-Video; 1 RF; 
1PC 



3 audio 



180Hz 



Hitachi P50X902 

MSRP: $3,199* 
SKU 9015692 



50 
inches 



31.9x48.9x 
4.25 inches; 
N/A 



1080p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
S-Video; 1 RF 



1 audio 



60Hz 




Samsung PN58A650 

MSRP: $3,799.99* 
SKU 8793898 



58 
inches 



34.1x55.8x 
4 inches; 
129.6 
pounds 



1080p 



175 
degrees 



4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
Composite; 1 
S-Video; 1 PC 



2 audio 



60Hz 



Panasonic 
TH-65PZ850U 

MSRP: $6,999.95* 
SKU 8939697 



65 
inches 



39.1x63x4.3 
inches; 
160.9 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
Composite; 
2 S-Video; 1 PC 



2 audio 



480Hz 




Pioneer 
PRCM41FD 

MSRP: $7,000* 
SKU 8982979 



60 
inches 



34.5x57.68x 
2.53 inches; 
110 pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 1 
Component; 
1 Composite; 
1 PC 



N/A 



60Hz 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **unless specified, this is without stand 
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The Goods On LCDs, Plasmas & RPTVs 




LCD 


Plasma 


RPTV 




Pros 


Pros 


Pros 




• The thin profiles and light 


• Plasma TVs' light phosphors 


• RPTVs (rear-projection TVs) are sur- 




weight of these televisions 


evenly across the screen to 


prisingly lightweight for their sizes. 




make them easy to mount 


create images, and the images 


• You'll find exceptional picture quality 




on a wall. 


are consistently bright and clear 


on very big screens (65 inches and 




• Power demands are a bit 


with vibrant colors. 


larger). 




lower than comparably 


• The contrast ratio is high 


• As screens get bigger, RPTVs tend to 




sized plasma displays and 


(30,000:1), so you'll see deep, 


be more cost-effective than LCD or 




considerably lower than 


dark blacks and bright, crisp 


plasma TVs. 




CRT televisions. 


whites. 






• Many LCD TVs have a VGA 


• The design and technology of 


Cons 




input, so you can hook up 


plasma TVs lend themselves to 






your computer and view 


large screen sizes — typically 50 


• With depths of 16 to 24 inches, these 




content on a big, bright 


inches or greater. 


TVs are far too big and bulky to 




screen. 


• Rapid pixel response means no 


mount on a wall. 




• Altitude and air pressure 


blurry motion. 


• RPTVs still require that lamps, which 




have no effect on LCD TVs, 


• Wide viewing angles give you 


may cost a few hundred dollars, be 




so performance doesn't 


the same high-quality images 


replaced every few years. 




suffer in the mountains. 
• Image burn-in is unlikely. 


on-screen no matter where 
in the room you happen to 






Best For 






be sitting. 


• Big, roomy home theaters 




Cons 








Cons 


• Movies and games 




• Fast-moving images may 
suffer from a slight trailer 


• Although the risk has been 










effect, but as LCD tech- 


greatly reduced through ad- 


i ~^l D^ 




nology has improved, the 


vances in flat-screen technology, 


\f^^ 




effect has become barely 


some plasma TVs are still sus- 






perceptible. 


ceptible to image burn-in if not 


J^ ^ FflP^^H 




• When pixels stick on or off, 


cared for properly. 


tAr ^ i^ 




they show up as either a 


• A combination of low air pres- 




pinpoint of bright light or 


sure and high altitudes (6,500 


&*i*hc.s 




black and can be distracting 
on-screen. 


feet and higher) may cause 
plasma TVs to buzz. 


v v 




Best For 


Best For 


• Bright, sunny kitchens 


• Movies with nonstop action 


^^ imi^Br J L- ^> 


yyk r 


• Small rooms 


• Sporting events 




»/ 
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5 Must- Have 
Accessories 



s you head toward the 
HDTV section of your 
local consumer-elec- 
tronics store, you'll in- 
variably pass shelves 
of bland-looking HDTV accessories. 





Wall mounts 
let you display 
your HDTV to 
its greatest ad- 
vantage. To 
help you see 



your TV from the best possible 
viewing angle, look into a swivel 
mount, which lets you adjust the 
vertical and horizontal positions. 
A wall-mounted HDTV also clears 
a bit of floor space and keeps your 
living room or home theater neat 
and clutter-free. Before hanging the 
wall mount and installing the televi- 
sion, make sure your theater reclin- 
ers and couches are positioned 
where you'll be happy with them 
for a while so you don't have to drill 
new holes in the walls every time 
you want to rearrange the furniture. 



Sure, these accessories have multi- 
channel audio, gold-plated connectors, 
nitrogen-injected insulation, and fully 
articulating mounting arms, but they 
can't compete visually with their big- 
screen flat-panel HDTV counterparts. 



e 



TV stands are a good option if 
you'd rather not drill holes in 
your family room's newly painted 
walls. Likewise, if your walls are made 
of cement or cinderblock, a stand is 
probably a better option than a wall 
mount. Today's A/V furniture manu- 
facturers offer gorgeous showroom- 
style stands in a variety of materials, 
including warm wood (available in 
many stains), minimalist brushed 
steel, and clean-looking glass. You can 
get a triangular corner model, a high- 
backed cabinet that includes a mount 
for flat-panel HDTVs, or a rack with 
adjustable shelves to accommodate 
the rest of your A/V gear. 




Despite outward appearances, how- 
ever, there are a handful of accessories 
that are vital to getting the most from 
your HDTV. \B 

by Andrew Leibman 



© 



HDMI cables eliminate the 
need for multiple cables. HDMI 
cables are all-in-one cords that 
carry uncompressed digital audio/ 
video signals to 
• and from your 
J^ I ^ HDTV and its 

^^^ components, 

eliminating the 
need for separate A/V ca- 
bles. Well-shielded cables cost a bit 
extra, but they're worth it because 
they eliminate interference from 
other components. Another feature 
you'll appreciate on the more costly 
cables is the connection — because 
the connector is well-built, it'll fit 
snugly in the port, so the cable 
won't work itself free when pets 
and small children accidentally 
jostle the cables. 



A surround-sound system brings the aural experience of a 
theater home. You've perhaps struggled to keep volume 
levels steady while watching TV. The intrusion of a loud 
commercial in the middle of your favorite 

show is startling; likewise, it's jolting when a 

quiet part of your favorite movie is suddenly 

interrupted by a too-loud scene change. A 

good-quality surround-sound system will fea 

ture an equalizer, which will prevent volume 

extremes in movies and HD broadcasts that 

are capable of 5.1 or better surround sound. 



i 



„€U 



© 



A universal remote lets you control all of your A/V equip- 
ment with one device. No one— not your mom, dad, 
grandma, or even the kids— can figure out the remotes 
when there's a different one for each component in your 
home-theater system. Consolidate the controls 
with a programmable universal remote, which 
lets you control everything with a single device. 
Many of these remotes let you control as many 
as 1 5 devices at once, and some have a color LCD 
with backlighting, so you can see what you're opting 
to control in your dimly lit home theater. 




First Glimpse / March 2009 27 




JVC Everio ^ 

G-Series Digital Camcorders 

(GZ-MG630 8c GZ-MG670) 

Pocket-Sized Powerhouses That Don't Need Tapes Or Discs 



Sh, how we love new tech- 
nology — especially when it 
comes in the form of a 
smaller, sleeker, easier-to-use 
device. The new JVC Everio 
GZ-MG630 ($429.95; www.jvc.com) and 
GZ-MG670 ($479.95) digital camcorders 
are perfect for soccer moms, college stu- 
dents with a film-making bug, and 
anyone else who wants a feature-rich dig- 
ital camera in a compact size. 

The Everio G-Series digital camcorders 
have hard drive-based storage with ca- 
pacities of either 60GB or 80GB, but 
you can also fit plenty of video and 



Share & Share Alike 

When you do need to transfer your home 
movies from your digicam to your PC, 
though, the JVC Everio G-Series digital 
camcorders offer sublimely simple ways 
to share them with just about anyone. 

All it takes is a single touch to export your 
video creations to iTunes for future 
viewing enjoyment on your computer or 
iPod. You can also upload clips to 
YouTube or burn a DVD. Just connect 




All it takes is a single touch to export your 

video creations to iTunes for future viewing 

enjoyment on your computer or iPod. 



photos on a microSD/SDHC card, 
which offers another 4GB or 8GB of 
storage. Combined, the two storage op- 
tions can fit nearly 10,000 photos or 
over 100 hours of video (depending on 
the recording mode you use) — more 
than enough to capture a family re- 
union, a soccer game, and a few 
random antics without having to worry 
about transferring any files to make 
extra space. 



your digicam to your PC with the in- 
cluded USB cable, click the appropriate 
button, and within a few mouse clicks the 
job will be done. It's just as easy to 
transfer your movies to an external hard 
drive for archival storage. So whether you 
want to send the latest home movies to 
the grandparents, post the baby's first 
adorable sneeze for the whole Internet to 
see, or just stash your masterpieces away 
for posterity, it'll be a breeze. 



Stylish Portability 

Times have changed since a relatively 
small digital camera was a bulky handbag 
or backpack addition. Now, your digital 
camcorder can fit just about anywhere— 
in a large pocket, purse, or laptop case. 

The convenient hand strap doubles as a 
wrist strap, so you can stop filming to 
wrangle a curious toddler during his sib- 
ling's track meet. And with the Laser 
Touch Operation, you have two options 
for zoom and record control: 
You can operate the Laser Touch 
scroll bar and buttons next to 
the LCD screen with a finger 
swipe (which leaves no smudges 
on the LCD) or use the tradi- 
tional camera zoom controls. 

The Everio G-Series come in several strik- 
ing color options, including Diamond Sil- 
ver, Sapphire Blue, and Ruby Red. Of 
course, if you want to keep a cool profile, 
you can always opt for Onyx Black. 

Long gone are the days of big, bulky cam- 
corders that require a Sherpa to carry 
from place to place; video pocket power 
is the new big deal. B3 
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Get To Know CMOS 

The Eye Of The Digital Camera 





hen shopping for 
a digital camera, 
digital camcorder, 
or mobile phone, 
you'll often see the 
acronym CMOS 
(complementary metal-oxide semicon- 
ductor) listed next to the device's 
megapixel rating. CMOS is the image 
sensor, which means that it's respon- 
sible for converting light into an elec- 
tronic signal. In this article, we'll explain 
what the CMOS is and how its size can 
affect the quality of your images. 

Light Becomes Data 

The CMOS is a silicon chip that's cov- 
ered in millions of light-sensitive picture 
elements— aka pixels. Think of each 
miniscule pixel as an eye and the CMOS 
as the brain. The CMOS collects the 
data from every pixel and forms the in- 
formation into a digital image. The 
number of pixels on the CMOS equates 
to the megapixel rating of a digital 
camera— but there's more to a CMOS 
sensor than just its pixel count. 

The physical size of the CMOS can signifi- 
cantly affect the quality of your images. 



It's Not About 
The Megapixels 

1 he more megapixels your digital 
camera offers, the larger the 
photographs you can create with 
the digital images. But unless you 
need poster-sized prints, a 7MP or 
8MP camera provides you enough 
pixels to produce film-quality (300 
ppi [pixels per inch]) photos at a 
variety of sizes — including prints 
up to 8x10. i 



Camera Resolution 


Maximum 
Print Size 


Megapixels* 
(WxH pixels, 
approx.) 


At 300 ppi 
(WxH inches, 
approx.) 


5MP (2,592 x 1,944) 
6MP (2,816x2,112) 
7MP (3,072 x 2,304) 


6x8 


7x9 


7x10 


8MP (3,264x2,448) 


8x10 


9MP (3,488x2,616) 


8x11 


10MP (3,888x2,592) 
* Megapixel - 7 million 


8x13 


pixels 



If two cameras had the same megapixel 
rating but different-sized CMOS sensors 
(all other things equal), the camera with 
the larger CMOS would take better pic- 
tures. The camera with the larger CMOS 
would capture more light than the 
smaller CMOS, resulting in images that 
display more true-to-life color and less 
image grain. In particular, a camera with 
a larger CMOS would perform better in 
low-light situations, such as a twilight 
baseball or football game, because the 
camera could detect a greater amount of 
light. The greater light-capturing ability 
would also allow the camera to produce 
darker blacks and brighter whites. 

CCD & CMOS 

Not all digital cameras and camcorders 
use a CMOS image sensor; some models 
feature a CCD (charge-coupled device). 
Experts regularly disagree about which 
type is better, and both types can be 
found in low- and high-end cameras. On 
the plus side, CCD and CMOS sensors 
function in a similar manner, and you 
can apply the CMOS sensor size guide- 
lines listed above to CCDs. E3 

by Nathan Lake 
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o you feel like you 
could do more with 
your D-SLR? It's true 
that D-SLRs offer a 
greater range of focus 
options, more lighting 
controls, and better image quality than 
point-and-shoot cameras, but with only a 
kit lens, the D-SLR may not capture the 
kind of grand landscapes and sharp close- 
ups you had in mind. In this article, we'll 
examine what type of lens is ideal for your 
photography needs and help you accom- 
plish your photography goals. 

Bringing The Far To Near 

Ever wonder how sports and nature 
photographers capture photos where 
their subjects appear to be only a few 
feet away from them? Telephoto lenses 
provide the long-range zoom capa- 
bility you need to shoot faraway sub- 
jects. A telephoto lens also features a 
shallow depth of field that blurs ob- 
jects in the background and fore- 
ground, which helps highlight the 
in-focus area of the photo. It's ideal for 
capturing portraits and other images 
where you need to separate objects 
from the background. 



Take It All In 

A wide-angle lens delivers a more 
panoramic view than other lenses. 
Because you can frame a larger portion 
of a scene, the wide-angle lens is perfect 
for shooting scenic landscapes, as well as 



Can I Use My 
Film SLR Lenses? 

"ou'll need to check if your D- 
SLR offers the same type of 
mount (the connector between the 
lens and camera) as the lens. If so, 
you'll be able to use the film SLR 
lens on your D-SLR, but it may 
not take complete advantage of the 
features on your D-SLR, such as 
the camera's autofocus, light me- 
tering, flash synchronization, and 
image stabilization capabilities. 
Additionally, most D-SLRs have 
smaller image sensors than their 
film companions, which causes 
SLR lenses to deliver greater tele- 
photo ranges and less wide-angle 
views than the lenses did on vour 



tight indoor spaces where a normal lens 
couldn't capture the entire room. Wide- 
angle lenses also provide a large depth 
of field, so it's easy to keep the entire 
image in focus. 

Things That Can't Be Seen 
With The Naked Eye 

If you enjoy photographing the small 
things in life, such as flowers, the 
morning dew, and butterflies, a macro 
lens is for you. Macro lenses are de- 
signed to let you sharply focus on small 
objects, including subjects within inches 
of the camera lens. Macro lenses mag- 
nify a subject, sometimes two to four 
times its life size, to provide a perspec- 
tive that you wouldn't otherwise see. 

Equal The Human Eye 

Those that want to mimic the perspec- 
tive of human vision— popular for candid 
and nature photography— should con- 
sider a "standard" lens that provides a 
fixed focal length of 50mm. With a fixed 
50mm lens, you can't zoom in or out, so 
you'll need to move to frame the shot. E3 

by Nathan Lake 
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Optical vs. Digital Zoom 



See The Difference 





he zoom lens is a won- 
derful tool. You Fcan 
zoom out to capture a 
wide-angle landscape 
or zoom in and use 
the camera's tele- 
photo capabilities to bring a distant 
subject even closer. When shopping for 
a point-and-shoot camera (as opposed 
to a D-SLR), you'll notice that each 
camera features an optical zoom and a 
digital zoom. Before you get too enthu- 
siastic about having the extra telephoto 
capabilities of a digital zoom, it's impor- 
tant to understand the difference be- 
tween optical and digital zoom and how 
they affect image quality. 

For both examples, we will imagine 
that we're taking pictures with a 5MP 
camera that is set to capture images at 
the highest quality level. 



Optical zoom uses the camera's lens (op- 
tics) to magnify the view. When using 
only optical zoom, the camera will cap- 
ture an image file containing 5MP of in- 
formation. Because only the camera's lens 
is used to capture the full amount of 
megapixels, your image will be sharper 
and smoother than with digital zoom. 

Digital zoom, which you can usually 
turn on or off in the camera's setup 
menu, engages when you've zoomed in 
as far as you can with the optical zoom. 
When looking at the camera's LCD or 
through the viewfinder, it appears that 
the camera is zooming in even more, 
but in reality, the camera has simply en- 
larged part of the image and cropped 
the rest. By cropping the image, the 
camera has discarded some of the im- 
age's pixels, leaving you with an image 
that contains far fewer pixels than one 



shot with an optical zoom. For example, 
using our previous 5MP camera, we take 
a picture that engages digital zoom. The 
camera crops out 2MP of image data so 
the image file now contains only 3MP 
of image data. Because we're using a 
5MP camera, however, the camera must 
produce an image with 5MP of data. In 
order to do this, the camera interpo- 
lates (invents) the missing pixels and 
adds them to the image file. The result- 
ing image is almost always softer than 
the original, and individual pixels may 
be visible when the picture is enlarged. 

So, when you're shopping for a digital 
camera, ignore the digital zoom specifica- 
tions. And, for the best image quality and 
ability to make larger prints, use only the 
optical zoom when shooting. E3 

by Theano Nikitas 
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Spanning 
The Spectrum 

Focal Lengths Explained 




f you've shopped for a D- 
SLR camera, you've prob- 
ably noticed that many 
are available in a kit that 
includes a camera body 
and lens. Kit lenses typi- 
cally have a focal length range of 18 to 
55mm. Focal length describes a lens' zoom 
capabilities. There are many other lenses 
available, each of which has a different 
purpose. For example, telephoto lenses let 
you zoom in to get a closer look, whereas 
wide-angle lenses let you see more of your 
surroundings. By understanding the differ- 
ence in focal lengths among lenses, you'll 
have a better knowledge of which type of 
lens best suits your needs. If you're in the 
market for your first D-SLR, you may find 
that using a lens other than the kit lens 
will best suit your needs. As a result, you 
may decide to forgo the kit lens and save 
money by buying just the camera body 
and then put the money you saved to- 
ward a specialized lens. 

Basic Lens Types 

Typically, lenses are grouped into cate- 
gories based on their focal length. A 



wide-angle lens gives you a broad field 
of view. Wide-angle lenses usually 
have a focal length of 30mm or less. 
Standard lenses have focal lengths 
ranging from about 30 to 50mm. This 
type of lens most closely matches the 
perspective of the human eye. Tele- 
photo lenses magnify objects and typi- 
cally have focal lengths more than 
50mm. Lenses with a focal length 
greater than 200mm are called super- 
telephotos. Close-up or macro lenses 
let you focus on something that is a 
short distance from the camera. Macro 
lenses can range in focal length. 

Choose Your Zoom 

In general, the kit lens that accompanies 
a D-SLR is a good starter lens. As your 
photographic needs grow, it's worth 
considering specialized lenses. Because 
focal length determines your range of 
view, it will play a big part in helping 
you decide which type of lens will best 
suit your photographic needs. IS 

by Jennifer Johnson 



Shooting Range 




A standard lens is per- 
#m feet if you want a 


shots of small objects, 


this lens, you'll be able 


such as flower petals. 


to capture your son's fa- 


range of wide-angle to 


If you're into na- 


cial expression as he 


slightly telephoto views. 


ture photography, you 


shoots a goal, even if 


With a macro lens, 


may want a telephoto 


you're on the other end 


you can take close-up 


zoom lens. With 


of the soccer field. • 




55mm 




Here's a look at the same picture, using 
different focal lengths. Notice how the picnic 
table is hardly noticeable in the first shot but 
becomes very obvious when you zoom in. 
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Digital 
Camcorders 

5 Must- Have Accessories 



Prices for digital camcorders continue to fall as picture quality increases, which is es- 
pecially good news for first-time camcorder buyers. As a first-time buyer, you may 
not have a good idea of what else to include in your camcorder budget. Here are a 
few accessories we consider must-haves. B3 

by Theano Nikitas 

A bag protects your camcorder from potential hard 

knocks. Whether you have tons of DV gear or only 

the minimum, a camera bag or case is probably one 

of the most important investments you'll make. 
Obviously, a well-padded bag (or a hard case if you need to 

check your equipment when flying, for example) will protect your camera from 
knocks and short drops. At the same time, a camera bag can serve as a home for 
your DV gear; stow all your equipment and accessories in the bag, and you won't 
have to turn the house upside down to find that cable or extra DV tape. 








UV filters are an inexpensive way to keep your lens scratch-free. If your cam- 
corder has a threaded lens, you might want to invest in a UV (ultraviolet) 
filter. Some people use a UV filter to protect the lens from scratches, as well 
as dirt, sand, and other outdoor photo hazards, because it's much 
less expensive to replace a filter than a lens or camera. And, be- 
cause the filter cuts down on UV light, you'll get clearer and 
more-detailed footage when you're shooting in high-UV condi- 
tions, such as in the mountains, so those great landscape shots 
will look even more impressive. 



O 



A tripod holds your camcorder steady, so guests don't get sick when they 

watch your vacation video. You may have smooth moves on the dance floor, 

PJ but can any of us really say that we can hold a camcorder as steadily as we'd 

like to? Probably not. That's where a tripod comes in. A tripod that's sturdy 

enough to hold the weight of the camcorder (check the specs) 

and equipped with a three-way pan/tilt head (the head is the 

part the camera is attached to) will allow you to smoothly pan 

the action as your daughter runs down the basketball court to 

score her winning shot or to follow the path of a bird from the 

tree up to the sky as it disappears from view. And, if you want a 

static, steady shot, just put the camera on the tripod, press 

record, and let it run — just make sure to place the camera and 

tripod out of harm's way, especially at parties and group events. 




H 



Experiment with different 
lens adapters, such as wide- 
angle or telephoto. Digital 
camcorders usually have 
a much broader zoom range 
than digital still cameras, but if 
the zoom range isn't broad 
enough and your camcorder 
accepts accessory lenses, pick 
up a wide-angle or telephoto 
adapter lens. A wide-angle lens 
is great for tight spots, espe- 
cially when you're indoors at a 
party where you may be too 
close to your subjects to get 
the full view 
you'd like. A 
telephoto lens, 
of course, al- 
lows you to get 
closer to sub- 
jects that are 

far away, such as performers in 
a ring at the circus or in rugged 
terrain when you're searching 
out wildlife. 



PlaiinuinPlus g 



S 



Spare batteries ensure that 
you'll be able to continue 
shooting your son's bas- 
ketball game, even when it 
goes into overtime. There are 
times when you'll want to 
shoot video in the best quality 
for a fairly continuous amount 
of time, which 
can drain the 
battery. Re- 
charging the 
battery takes 
time that you 
may not have. It's a good idea 
to have a fully charged back- 
up battery in your case so you 
don't miss any of the action — 
whether it's the grand finale of 
your daughter's first piano re- 
cital; the final, heart-stopping 
minutes of your son's hockey 
game; or the entirety of your 
kids' class play. 
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THINGS TO KNOW 

Camcorder Recording Media 



Memory Cards 



Q 



What's a memory card? 

A memory card is a tiny, slim card that stores data in de- 
vices such as digital cameras and some digital camcorders. 



Q 



Hard Disk Drives 

What is the biggest advantage of using a hard drive 
to back up your media? 

The storage capacity is significantly higher than 
memory cards, flash drives, and CD/DVD media. 



Q 



How many types of memory cards are there? 



There are several types of memory cards, including SD, 
miniSD, microSD, CompactFlash, and Memory Stick. 
Check your camera's specs to determine the right type of card. 



Q 



Should I purchase an internal or external hard drive 
to store my video? 



Q 



What type of memory card should I consider buying? 



Rather than buying a catch-all memory card for your 
electronic devices, you're better off determining what 
type of memory card you need after you purchase a digital 
camera; devices may require different types of cards. 



Q 



How much data can I store on a memory card? 



If you want to quickly access your video files on another 
computer, you'll find an external drive gives you the 
flexibility to quickly view, copy, and paste the files. Most in- 
ternal drives, however, provide faster read and write speeds. 



Q 



Q 



What hard drive capacities are commonly available 
for storage? 

Capacities range from 100GB up to 1.5TB (one tera- 
byte is a little more than 1,000GB) for a single drive. 

What does the hard drive's rpm (revolutions per 
minute) speed mean? 



Common sizes range from 32MB to 4GB. Digital cameras 
can get by with a smaller-capacity card, but if you use one 
in a digital camcorder, you'll need the largest possible size. 



The rpm specification indicates how many times the 
hard drive can rotate the platter (the magnetic disk that 
holds data) per minute, and the higher the number, the more 
quickly the hard drive can write, retrieve, and access data. 
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Flash Memory 



Q 



What is flash memory? 

Flash memory is another way to store data. As opposed 
to regular hard drives, flash-based drives use no moving 



parts. 



Q 



Where would you use flash memory? 



Flash drives, also known commonly as thumb drives, 
employ flash memory technology, as do some com- 
puter drives and digital camcorders. 



Q 



Do digital camcorders use both memory cards and 
other methods to store video? 



Yes. Many digital camcorders have slots for memory 
cards, including flash, hard drive, miniDVD, and mini- 
DV camcorders. 



Q 



What's the difference between flash memory and reg- 
ular hard drive storage? 



The flash medium stores data on a chip, whereas a reg- 
ular hard drive uses a spinning magnetic platter. Flash 
drives are subsequently lighter, which is user-friendly for de- 
vices such as digital camcorders. 



Q 



How do I retrieve video from a flash memory-based 
digital camcorder? 



The same way you would any other digital camcorder; 

connect it to your computer via the appropriate ports 
(which are different, depending on the type of camcorder) 
and transfer the video. 



Q 



DVDs 



What do I need to know about DVD camcorders? 



Most DVD camcorders actually record to 3-inch (8cm) 
miniDVDs, not full-sized DVDs. Like other camcorders, 
they can record video and usually digital photos. 



Q 



How do miniDVDs compare to regular DVDs? 



Most miniDVDs store 1.4GB per side compared to a 
regular DVD's 4.7/8.5GB (single/dual-layer), but you 
can flip a double-sided miniDVD and keep recording. 



Q 



How much video can I record to a miniDVD? 



Depending on quality level, you can record about 20 
to 60 minutes of standard-definition video per side, 
or 15 to 30 minutes in high-def. 



Q 



Can I play miniDVDs in my standalone DVD player? 



As long as the player has a horizontal tray so the 
disc can lie flat in the center, it should play standard- 
resolution miniDVDs. 



Q 



Will my DVD/BD player play high-definition video 
on a miniDVD? 



Yes, if it supports the HD-on-DVD technology your 
camcorder uses, such as AVCHD (Advanced Video 
Codec High Definition). If not, connect your camcorder di- 
rectly to your HDTV for playback. 
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Digital SLR 

Don't Miss Any Of The Action 




Casio Exilim EX-FH20 

MSRP: $599.99 



SKU: 9051063 

www.casio.com 



Quick Overview 

The Casio EX-FH20 offers professional grade 
features for the casual photographer. 40 high 
resolution 7-megapixel images in one second 
provides 35 more images to select from than a 
typical D-SLR. You can also get close to the ac- 
tion with 20X optical zoom starting at 26mm 
wide-angle. 

Perfect For 

The person who is looking to have more than a 
point-and-shoot digital camera but desires 
both video and still images. The consumer who 
needs to capture fast-moving subject matter. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• At 40fps you will be sure to capture the picture at the exact moment 
you need 

• 1,000fps video-capture enables you to see all the action, even things 
that cannot be seen by the naked eye 

• Shoot high-definition 720p video and switch to high-speed slow-mo- 
tion video 

• Get close to the action with the 20X optical zoom starting at 26mm 
wide-angle 

Coolest Feature 

With the push of a button you can shoot HD 720p video and switch to 
high-speed slow-motion video. You can switch back and forth from 30- 
210fps, 420fps, and 1,000fps. At 1,000fps, you can capture movement that 
you cannot see with the naked eye. 
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The Casio Exilim EX-FH20 D-SLR 
Shoot Photos Like A Pro 




The disparity between a professional photographer and an 
amateur just got a little bit smaller. Most D-SLRs have plenty 
of automatic shooting modes so amateur photographers 
can use the camera to automate some settings for them as 
they learn the ropes, which the 9.1 MP Casio Exilim EX-FH20 
D-SLR ($599.99; www.casio.com) also has, but this camera 
boasts quite a bit more. 

Capturing The Exact Moment 

One of the qualities that differentiates a good photo from a 
great one is whether or not the photographer captures just 
the right moment; a tenth-of-a-second hesitation is often 
the difference between the two. The Casio Exilim EX-FH20 
has a burst mode that captures 40 images at 7.1 MP within a 
second— in other words, at a rate of up to 40fps— ensuring 
that you'll never miss that moment. 

Even if you're a little slow on the draw, the camera's buffer 
memory captures images before you press the shutter, 
which lets you nail a great moment even if you miss it by a 
few seconds. 

Camera & Camcorder In One 

If it weren't for the fact that it has so many features for taking 
photos, it would be hard to tell if the Casio Exilim EX-FH20 
was a digital camera or a digital camcorder. This little power- 
house can shoot video in SD, HD, and even HS (high-speed). 

The SD mode is great for capturing short movie clips wor- 
thy of uploading to YouTube to share with friends and 



family, but shooting in HD mode will give you video in 
720p at 30fps. So if you want to catch a nice clip of your 
dad holding his grandson for the first time, you'll be able to 
capture that memory in high-quality HD. You can also 
quickly switch from HD video to high-speed slow-motion 
video to record every nuance of your niece's last-second, 
game-winning jump shot. 

But the most pleasant surprise of the Casio Exilim EX- 
FH20 is its ability to shoot HS video. HS captures events 
faster than the human eye— at up to 1,000fps. This lets 
you snag incredible video of anything high-speed— an 
eagle diving at its prey, a car race, raindrops in mid-de- 
scent, or just about anything you can imagine wanting to 
capture on film. 

Just The Facts 

In addition to the variety of still and video shooting options, 
the Casio Exilim EX-FH20 has a host of other features to 
sweeten the package, starting with a wide-angle 26mm lens 
with an optical zoom up to 20X— essentially the equivalent 
of a 520mm telephoto lens. 

It also has an anti-shake feature, a high-speed night set- 
ting, and face detection, and the 3-inch LCD screen is 
ideal for reviewing your work. All these features are 
crammed into a surprisingly tiny camera; it fits comfort- 
ably in the palm of your hand and is barely bigger than 
many point-and-shoot cameras. 

But don't let the size fool you— this camera is a beast. 
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Which Point-&-Shoot Camera Is Best For You? 

If you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare fea- 
tures from select digital cameras, and we also explain what these features mean. 



Resolution; 
Optical zoom 



Shutter 
speed 



Memory 
card 



LCD size 



Battery 
life 



ISO 



Movie 
mode 



What It Means 



More pixels mean 
bigger and clearer 
prints; Moves the 
lens closer to your 
subject 



A faster shutter 
speed will let 
you snap ac- 
tion photos 
without blur 



Removable 
card that 
stores your 
photos in 
your camera 



The LCD is 
the display 
on the 
back of the 
camera 



Based on 
how many 
shots you 
can take on a 
single charge 



A higher ISO 
lets you take 
better pho- 
tos in low- 
light settings 



Lets you re- 
cord short 
video clips 
on your dig- 
ital camera 



i 





Kodak EasyShare 
M893 IS 

MSRP: $149.95* 
SKU 9076938 



8.1MP;3X 



4 to 

1/2,000 

second 



SD/SDHC 



2.7 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 90, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 



Yes 



Fujifilm FinePix 
Z20fd 

MSRP: $159.95* 
SKU 8960314 



10MP;3X 



3 to 

1/1,000 

second 



xD-Picture 

Card/SD/ 

SDHC 



2.5 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 



Yes 



^^^ Olympus FE-370 

f^% MSRP: $199.99* 
L®J SKU 8960074 



8MP; 5X 



1/2 to 

1/2,000 

second 



xD-Picture 
Card 



2.7 inches 



180 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800 
1600,3200 



Yes 



*^^^ Pentax Optio S1 2 

5J| MSRP: $229.95* 
•VJ SKU 9140128 



12MP;3X 



1/2 to 

1/2,000 

second 



SD/SDHC 



2.5 inches 



270 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600,3200 



Yes 



Casio Exilim 
EX-Z250SR 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 9107487 



9.1MP;4X 



15 to 

1/1,600 

second 



SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/ 
MMC plus 



3 inches 



322 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 



Yes 



CM. 



Canon SD880 IS 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8968325 



10MP;4X 



1/2 to 

1/1,000 

second 



SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
Plus/HC 
MMC Plus 



3 inches 



310 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 80, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 



Yes 



-^ > — ■ ■ 



Olympus Stylus 
850 SW 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8696128 



8MP; 3X 



8 to 

1/2,000 

second 



xD-Picture 

Card/ 

microSD 



2.5 inches 



190 shots 



Auto; Manu- 
al: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 



Yes 



Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-T700/H 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 8942601 



10.1MP;4X 



1/4 to 

1/1,000 

second 



Memory Stick 
Duo/Mem- 
ory Stick PRO 
Duo 



3.5 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manual: 
80,100,200, 
400,800,1600, 
3200 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which D-SLR Is Best For You? 

As D-SLR prices keep coming down, more photographers are turning to them, both as a first camera and as a trade-up 
to something better. In this chart, we'll help you sort through some of the features and performance specs from select 
D-SLR cameras. 



Resolution 



LCD size 



ISO range 



Kit lens 



Burst speed 



Shutter speed 



What It Means 



Image sensor 
in megapixels; 
more means a 
;r image 



Diagonal 
measure of 
display on back 
of camera 



A higher ISO 
range will let 
you take better 
photos in low- 
light situations 



Standard lens 
bundled with 
the camera 
body 



Frames per 
second (fps) 
you can shoot 
while in burst 
mode 



The wider the 
range, the greater 
the gamut of 
long exposures 
to frozen action 




Casio Exilim 
EX-FH20 

MSRP: $599.99' 
SKU 9051063 



9.1MP 



3 inches 



100 to 1600 



N/A (fixed lens 
equivalent to 
26-520mm 
f/2.8-4.5) 



40fps 



1 to 1/2,000 
second 




Sony Alpha 
DSLR-A300K 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 8942512 



10.2MP 



2.7 inches 



100 to 3200 



DT18- 
70mm f/3.5- 
5.6 



3fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
second 




Olympus Evolt 
E-520 

MSRP: $699.99* 
SKU 8928958 



10MP 



2.7 inches 



100 to 1600 



14-42mm 
f/3.5-5.6 
Zuiko lens 



2.5fps 
to card 
capacity 



60 to 1/4,000 
second 




Canon EOS 
Rebel XSi 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 8794691 



12.2MP 



3 inches 



100 to 1600 



EF-S 18- 

55mm f/3.6- 
5.6 IS 



3.5fps up to 
53 shots 



30 to 1/4,000 
second 




Nikon D90 

MSRP: $1,299.95* 
SKU 8975184 



12.3MP 



3 inches 



200 to 3200 



AF-SDXNikkor 
18-105mm 
f/3.5-5.6G 
EDVR 



4.5fps 



30 to 1/4,000 
second 




Panasonic Lumix 
DMC-L10K 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 8815464 



10.1MP 



2.5 inches 



100 to 1600 



LEICA D 
VARIO- 
ELMAR14- 
50mm f/3.8-5.6 



3fps to card 
capacity 



60 to 1/4,000 
second 







Olympus E-3 

MSRP: $1,699* 
SKU 8682776 



10.1MP 



2.5 inches 



100 to 3200 



N/A (body 
only) 



5fps to card 
capacity 



60 to 1/8,000 
second 




Canon EOS 50D 

MSRP: $2,699.99* 
SKU 9004427 



15.1MP 



3 inches 



100 to 6400 



N/A (body 
only) 



3.9fps up to 
78 images 



30 to 1/8,000 
second 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Digital Camcorder Is Best For You? 

Digital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, flash drive, MiniDV, and high definition are the most 
common. By comparing the following digital camcorders, you can determine which recording format and product best fit 
your style. 



LCD size 



Optical zoom; 
Digital zoom 



Recording 
speeds 



Memory 
card 



Digital still 
resolution 



Lines of 
resolution 



What It Means 



Diagonal length 
of viewing 
screen 




Two methods 
for magnifying 
depth of field; 
optical zoom is 
better 



The speeds a 
particular cam- 
corder can uti- 
lize during 
recording 



Compatible 
flash card types 
(cards not in- 
cluded unless 
noted) 



The number of 
megapixels 
the camcorder 
can capture in 
still images 



Number of lines 
of horizontal reso- 
lution; the higher 
the number, the 
greater the detail 



O 




o 



Panasonic 
PV-GS90 

MSRP: $279.95* 
SKU 8671528 



2.7 inches 



42X; 2,000X 



SP/LP 



N/A 



N/A 



Panasonic 
VDR-D50 

MSRP: $349.95* 
SKU 8673269 



2.7 inches 



42X; 2,000X 



XP/SP/LP 



SD/SDHC 



0.3MP 



Samsung 
SOMX20 

MSRP: $299* 
SKU 8907365 



2.7 inches 



34X; 1,200X 



N/A 



SD/SDHC 



N/A 



Canon FS100 

MSRP: $399* 
SKU 8732598 



2.7 inches 



37X; 2,000X 



XP/SP/LP 



SD/SDHC 



0.8MP 



Canon VIXIA 
HG20 

MSRP: $949* 
SKU 8916925 



2.7 inches 



12X;200X 



LP/SP/XP+/ 
FXP/MXP 



SD/SDHC 



2.76MP 



JVC GZ-MG630 

MSRP: $429.95 
SKU N/A 



2.7 inches 



35X;800X 



SonyHDR-CX12 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 8894388 



Canon VIXIA 
HF11 

MSRP: $1,199* 
SKU 8917069 



Ultra 
Fine/Fine/ 
Normal/ 
Economy 



microSD/ 
microSDHC 



0.3MP 



2.7 inches 



12X;150X 



FH/HQ/SP/ 
LP 



Memory 
Stick PRO 
Duo 



10.2MP 



2.7 inches 



12X;200X 



LP/SP/XP+/ 
FXP/MXP 



SD/SDHC 



2.76MP 
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N/A 



500 



N/A 



N/A 



N/A 



N/A 



1,080 



N/A 
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Top Technology 
To Keep An Eye On 

Get The Most Out Of Your Next PC Purchase 





e all know technology moves fast. In the 
PC industry, that's an understatement 
of epic proportions. Even the consumer 
electronics we use in our daily lives, 
such as HDTVs, portable media players, 
digital cameras, car stereos, BD (Blu-ray 
Disc) and DVD players — you name it — all owe many of their 
features to technologies that first showed up on the PC. If 
you're in the market for a new desktop or notebook, here are 
a handful of bleeding-edge goodies and specs you'll want to 
experience firsthand. 

Desktops 

Desktops are the glacial headwaters when it comes to the 
technology trickle-down effect, so most of what's new will hit 



here first. Read on for the latest developments in desktops to 
keep in mind when shopping for a new PC. 

PCs get Blu. Blu-ray may have claimed the spoils of the HD 
format war more than a year ago, but it's taken a while for the 
technology to start showing up in mainstream PCs. Benefits of 
the HD disc format include unrivaled 1080p HD picture and 
multichannel sound quality available to PCs with BD ROM 
optical drives. If you opt for a PC with a BD rewriteable drive, 
then you can store up to 8.5 hours of video or up to 50GB of 
data on a single dual-layer disc. 

Intel multiplies your cores. Hyper-Threading rears its heads 
in Intel's latest processors, the Core i7 family, effectively 
telling your PC that it's seeing double. Hyper-Threading 
tricks a quad-core Core i7-equipped PC into thinking the CPU 
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actually has eight cores. It's not going to do much for 
Web browsing, music playing, and document-creation tasks, 
but Hyper-Threading does deliver noticeable performance 
gains in many multithread-optimized and media produc- 
tivity applications. 

My GPU can do what? Current GPUs (graphics processing 
units) can do more than just spit out great-looking HD video 
and buttery-smooth gameplay; they can also handle some 
tasks that were traditionally handled by the CPU. In several 
applications, the latest graphics cards from Nvidia and AMD 
can run circles around a CPU, especially in regard to video 
and image processing. Current graphics cards, for instance, 
help speed up canvas rotation, zooming, panning, image dis- 
play, and brush resizing in your photo-editing software. Both 
Nvidia and AMD also offer video encoding applications that 
are capable of converting video, that once took hours on a 
CPU, in just minutes. 

Get TV on your PC. Imagine everything you love about your 
home-entertainment center being readily available on your 
PC. Now imagine being able to record, pause, and rewind 
those immersive experiences, schedule recordings of your fa- 
vorite shows, and view on-demand online content, such as 
movie trailers and other Web-exclusive clips. That's what you 
get with a TV tuner and PVR (personal video recorder) soft- 
ware installed in/on your PC. For more information, see 
"Watch HD On Your PC" on page 43. 



Notebooks 

Because a notebook is most useful when it's running on a bat- 
tery, most of the PC's innovations must be balanced against 
strict power limitations to make the transition. Road warriors, 
read on for a few technologies that will help you make the 
most of your mobile lifestyle. 

Netbooks: a chip off the mobile block. Netbooks, or ultra- 
compact notebooks designed to handle users' most 
common tasks, such as document creation and Web 
browsing, are an affordable option for PC users who are 
only occasionally nomadic. These devices usually feature 
screens 10 inches or smaller, are based on energy-efficient 
processors and chipsets, and have limited hard drive capaci- 
ties. For more information on these mini PCs, see "The 
Small Things In Life" on page 46. 

N is for next Wi-Fi. 802.1 1n, expected to be finalized within 
the next year, is the newest Wi-Fi protocol on the block, 
and it delivers significantly better data rates and ranges 
compared to 802.1 1a/b/g. The new protocol is backward- 
compatible with previous Wi-Fi iterations, so you can ex- 
pect to be able to connect your 802.1 1n notebook to the 
networks you currently use. Users can experience real-world 
throughputs up to 100Mbps compared to about 23Mbps 
for 802.1 1a/g. 802.1 1g also boasts a range of roughly 100 
feet, but 802.1 1n can maintain connectivity at up to 300 
feet. New applications enabled by the new protocol include 
HD video streaming and low-latency VoIP (Voice over 
Internet Protocol) calling. 

HDMI's not just for HDTV. The HDMI (High-Definition 
Multimedia Interface) ports you find on your home-theater 
equipment have made their way onto entertainment-ori- 
ented notebooks. As a result, your notebook is capable of de- 
livering the same superior audio and video quality you've 
come to expect from a high-end home-theater setup. 

Quad-cores hit the road. Quad-core processors are nothing 
new in the PC world, but notebooks with quad-cores are few 
and far between. Although you won't be able to max out all 
those cores by browsing the Web, gaming, watching videos, 
or creating word processing documents, there are a few ap- 
plications that will benefit from the extra brain power, 
namely media encoding, image processing, 3D rendering, 
and scientific applications. Hey, scientists and artists work 
on the road, too. 03 

by Andrew Leibman 
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Watch HD On Your PC 

PCs Designed To Handle HD 




ith the ability to handle images, video, 
and music, PCs are media powerhouses. 
To add further multimedia functionality, 
some computers now include HDTV 
tuners and PVR (personal video recorder) 
software, which allows you to capture 
HDTV programming and play it back at 
your convenience. To help you determine if a "TV PC" is right 
for you, we'll identify a few lifestyle sce- 
narios where one would be ideal. 

The PC Junkie 

If you spend most of your free time Hog- 
ging, surfing the Web, gaming, or enjoying 
your multimedia collection, you can en- 
hance your time on the PC by buying a 
new model with an integrated TV tuner or 
adding an HDTV tuner to your existing 
computer. Instead of hearing audio from a 
nearby TV while you're on the PC, you can 
watch, pause, and time-shift the HD shows 
you enjoy watching — right from your 
computer screen. There are a few different 
types of HDTV tuners available, including 
add-on cards you install inside your PC, 
USB tuners that connect to a free USB 
port, and CardBus models for laptops. 

A Home-Theater Addition 

If your home theater doesn't include a DVR, you can use a PC 
with an HDTV tuner and PVR software to add DVR function- 
ality to your entertainment center. Additionally, connecting a 



Don't Let Space Be An Issue 

Depending on the type of video compression you use, HD 
recordings may take between 8 and 12GB of storage space per 
hour of video. If you plan on recording a lot of HDTV, you'll 
want to invest in a PC that offers a large amount of storage 
space (1TB or greater) or purchase a 500GB or larger internal 
or external hard drive for storing video files. • 



PC to your home theater lets you display edited video and 
photo files or play back your digital music collection on your 
HDTV. In terms of PVR software, the Windows Media Center 
feature found in the Home Premium and Ultimate versions of 
Windows Vista integrates HDTV recording and playback fea- 
tures. To display video from your computer, run a DVI (Digital 
Visual lnterface)-to-HDMI cable from your computer's DVI 
port to the HDMI port on your HDTV. 




No TV, No Problem 

If you have yet to invest in an HDTV or don't have room for a 
TV, such as in a dorm room, the monitor of your PC can be a 
satisfactory replacement. LCD monitors work great for dis- 
playing HD content, and when you add an HTPC (home- 
theater PC) you have all the parts you need to watch HDTV 
and DVDs. Prebuilt HTPCs are designed to play back and 
record HD content, so the system has the storage capacity to 
capture multiple hours of programming and enough memory 
to record HD content without the skips or video glitches that 
less powerful systems may deliver. \H 

by Nathan Lake 



First Glimpse / March 2009 43 



LIFESTYLE CLOSE-UP: FUTURE-FORWARD PCS 



PC Gaming 101 

Graphic Entertainment 




e tend to buy new computers because 
we don't want them to feel slow when 
we're running our favorite programs. 
This is even truer when you want to 
play games on a PC Here's a primer on 
the world of videogaming in Windows. 



Desktops 



The tower-style computer is the traditional type of gaming 
PC. It's easy to upgrade with faster parts, and it provides 
plenty of airflow to keep CPUs and graphics cards cool. 
From the size of the monitor to the type of keyboard, you 
can choose the components you want. On the other hand, 
desktops are too bulky and fragile to cart to a friend's house 
for a gaming session. 



When you're shopping for a gaming desktop, pick one with 
the best PCI-E (Peripheral Component Interconnect Express) 
2.0 graphics card (or pair of identical cards) you can afford. 
Within a video card family, higher model numbers are better. 
The same goes for processors; choose a quad-core here. Go 
with 64-bit Windows Vista, as it can fully utilize 4GB or more 
of RAM, which will make your PC more futureproof. Don't 
forget a sizable widescreen monitor because expanded pe- 
ripheral vision makes for more immersive play. 

Laptops 

As more and more gamers gather at LAN (local-area network) 
parties to connect their PCs for multiplayer mayhem, they 
increasingly turn to easily portable gaming notebooks. 
Laptops can't quite match the processor and graphics power 
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of desktops, as they don't have enough room for the cooling 
equipment the top chips require, but they can still provide 
decent gaming performance. Their upgrade potential is lim- 
ited, however. Finally, gaming models are really meant to run 
on AC power, as graphics-intensive games will deplete their 
batteries in short order. 

Again, the better the video card in your laptop, the better the 
speed and visual detail you'll get from today's hottest games. 
Besides this crucial component, opt for at least a dual-core 
processor, 4GB of RAM, 64-bit Vista, a widescreen monitor, a 
front-mounted headphone jack, and an Ethernet port for net- 
work play without wireless lag. 

Accessories 

Whichever type of gaming PC you choose, there are some ac- 
cessories you won't want to do without. They can simply 
make your gaming more successful — and enjoyable. 

A mouse. The No. 1 upgrade candidate among gaming acces- 
sories is a good lightweight mouse. Optical and laser mice are 
reliable and precise, which translates into better control and 



higher scores. In addition, gaming mice often have various 
buttons you can reprogram to game functions. 

Gaming mice usually feature motion sensors with high sensi- 
tivity, such as 4,800dpi. You'll find that different sensitivity levels 
are ideal for different games, not to mention general computing 
tasks. Look for a model with sensitivity adjustment buttons so 
you won't have to halt the action to change a setting on-screen. 

A mousepad. A slick, plastic mousepad is also a smart choice, 
as it won't drag on the mouse like a cloth one can. 

A gamepad. Fans of console gaming often prefer the feel of a 
gamepad instead of a keyboard or mouse when it comes to 
controlling the action. 

Wheels, joysticks, and flight yokes. Racing games are much more 
fun when you have a realistic-feeling steering wheel and pedal 
set. Likewise, you'll want a responsive joystick or flight yoke for 
space games, aircraft simulations, and arcade classics. Some even 
come with force feedback, so they rumble for added realism. 03 

by Marty Sems 



Read Those Requirements 



PC gaming differs in a couple of impor- 
tant ways from gaming on a console, 
such as a Sony PlayStation 3, Microsoft 
Xbox 360, or Nintendo Wii. For one 
thing, console gamers can by and large 
expect a game to work a few minutes 
after they insert the disc. On the other 
hand, PC gamers have an installation 
session and settings adjustments ahead 
of them, not to mention the down- 
load of game updates and graphics 
card drivers as needed. (Some console 
game manufacturers offer subsequent 
patches mainly for online play of their 
titles, but this is the exception rather 
than the rule. Also, console game up- 
dates install more automatically than 
PC game patches.) 

The other major difference is that PC 
gamers can choose their own hardware, 
whereas game consoles are locked into 
more or less unchanging parts lists. 



By selecting a graphics card — the best 
of which cost significantly more than an 
entire game console — a PC gamer can 
control the visual quality (resolution 
and level of detail) that the latest games 
provide, as well as their performance 
(frame rate) at higher quality settings. A 
gaming PC's pixel-pushing prowess also 
is affected by the speed and number of 
cores of its processor, the amount and 
performance level of its RAM, and 
other factors. 

The upshot of all this is that console 
games can simply be sold as being 
compatible with the Xbox, the Wii, and 
so on. But because of the bewildering 
number of possible hardware combina- 
tions, PC games must be sold by their 
system requirements. Each game comes 
with a set of minimum and a set of rec- 
ommended requirements similar to the 
list below. 



Fallout 3 (Windows XP/Vista) 

Minimum system requirements 

• 1GB RAM (XP)/2GB RAM (Vista) 

• 2.4GHz Intel Pentium 4 or equivalent 
processor 

• DirectX 9.0c-compliant video card with 
256MB RAM (Nvidia 6800/ATI X850 or 
better) 

Recommended system requirements 

• Intel Core 2 Duo processor 
. 2GB RAM 

• DirectX 9.0c-compliant video card 
with 512MB RAM (Nvidia 8800 se- 
ries/ATI 3800 series or better) 

In most cases, it's best to assume that the 
recommended list is the real minimum 
for playing a game with a decent level of 
eye candy. And if your PC's graphics 
card exceeds a game's recommended re- 
quirements by a good margin, it's likely 
that you'll be able to turn on the game's 
highest detail settings. • 
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The Small Things In Life 

Find The Right Size With A Netbook 




o you value your independence? If so, 
do you also value the autonomy of your 
personal electronics? By now, cellular 
phones are so feature-packed, they've 
transformed into minicomputers for 
mobile users. Even so, these types of de- 
vices aren't for everyone. 

What about the person who wants the form factor, programs, 
and operating system of a laptop but could also benefit from 
the portability and convenience of a similar device in a 
smaller size? A netbook is the best answer to this question be- 
cause it's an ideal accessory for many laptops. 

The Internet Notebook 

The concept of a netbook is nothing too complicated: It's es- 
sentially a trimmed-down laptop designed for accessing on- 
line information practically anywhere. These "featherweight" 
portable computers are ideal for checking your email, up- 
dating social networking profiles, and downloading multi- 
media. You'll also find that they're well-suited for video 
chatting, streaming media, and instant messaging. 

A standard screen size on a netbook ranges between 8 and 1 1 
inches. Some models are significantly lighter (2 to 5 pounds) 



than many standard notebooks because they include solid-state 
drives free of moving parts, as opposed to a heavier mechanical 
hard drive that can easily break due to accidental drops or 
bumps. Most do not include optical drives but still incorporate 
multimedia card readers for quick and easy data transfers. 

Notebooks are designed to handle more demanding tasks 
such as word processing, video editing, and burning DVDs. If 
you need to view photos while on the road, but you don't 
want to carry your notebook, email them to your netbook be- 
fore you travel. Then you can work on multiple tasks when 
you're out and about. 

It Takes Two 

Choosing to add a netbook to your portable device lineup 
is a decision that should be based on your needs — you'll 
be able to take advantage of its durable design and light- 
weight components. 

Remember that you're not working with a complete laptop 
but rather a scaled-down version. So when you pay a little bit 
less, you'll get a little bit less, in this case. Consider a netbook 
as a companion to your everyday notebook. B3 

by Joanna Safford 



Will A Netbook Fit Into Your Life? the young student 



Netbooks are terrific for a variety of lifestyles. If your computing 
needs match up with the following examples, you should consider 
a netbook to be a practical investment. 



THE BUSINESS TRAVELER 




Anyone who tends to work with 
a "to~and~fro" schedule will ap- 
preciate the mobility of a net- 
book. It's perfect for sliding into a 
briefcase because netbook widths 
typically don't exceed 7 7 inches. 




If you know a tween who loves to 
instant message during homework 
breaks, a netbook would be a 
great gjft idea. She can easily carry 
it in her trendy messenger bag. 




THE ACTIVE RETIREE 



Staying in touch with long-distance relatives is one of 
many ways to use the communication features on a 
netbook. Built-in digital media card readers make 
photo transfers simple, so you can send images to your 
family and friends. 
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A PC That Won't Crawl 

When You Have A Need For Speed 




ule of thumb maintains that a PC bought 
fresh off the line will be obsolete in three 
years. Or, if not obsolete, showing its age 
performance-wise. It isn't that the com- 
puter loses pro- 
cessing power, but 
rather that operating systems and pro- 
grams invariably become more resource 
hungry as they continue to develop. 

As you look for a new computer, keep 
these considerations in mind: 

CPU. If your needs are relatively light — 
say, running office software — a fast 
single- or dual-core processor should 
keep you humming along happily. If 
you'll also be working with video and 
audio files, then a quad-core machine 
will be the wiser investment. 

Memory. Don't skimp here. The more 
memory your PC has available, the 
more breathing space it has to work. 
Doubling the stock memory, or better, is the single best 
performance booster you can give your PC. A computer 
with free RAM slots will let you add memory as the de- 
mands upon it increase in the future. 



Sometimes Less Is More 

PCs often leave the factory front-loaded with trial software 
and other programs you may never want or need. This doesn't 
just gobble up disk space; it can also bog down your comput- 
er's performance. 

The solution? Start from scratch by erasing the drive and rein- 
stalling just the system software. 

If you'd rather not tackle that job yourself, check with a CE re- 
tailer. Some computer dealers will, for a nominal fee, strip out the 
junk so you can take home a leaner, more nimble machine. • 



Hard drive. A common cause of flagging computer perfor- 
mance is too little free space on the hard drive. Music and 
video files alone can consume disk space at a rapid rate. As 
a good margin of safety, your drive should always have a 




minimum free space of 10GB or 10%, whichever is smaller; 
more if you burn CDs or DVDs, which usually requires tempo- 
rary free space equal to the size of the material you're burning. 

If you're shopping for a desktop PC, choose one with open 
drive bays so you can add internal drives as needed. This is a 
better option than expanding onto external USB drives, as in- 
ternal drives will deliver faster read/write speeds. 

Additional expansions. Given the increasing importance of 
wireless connectivity, be sure you can add the necessary cards 
to communicate with Wi-Fi and Bluetooth devices, if they 
aren't already built into your machine. And if visual imaging 
or gaming is a priority, you may want to be able to upgrade 
the graphics card or add another. 

With some forward thinking, you can be sure your new com- 
puter will deliver peak performance for years to come. \H 

by Brian Hodge 
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HP Pavilion Elite m9500y Desktop 
$1,039.99 • www.hp.com 




For Work, Backup & Fun 
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hether you're watching 
HD movies or gaming, 
browsing the Internet, 
working on a project, or 
transferring files from a 
digital camera or mobile device, the HP 
Pavilion Elite m9500y ($1,039.99; 
www.hp.com) is designed for you. There 
is a connection on this machine for vir- 
tually any type of media and USB or 
FireWire device, such as a printer, 
mouse, or scanner. 

Easy Backup & Go 

The HP Pavilion Elite m9500y is de- 
signed to make data backup and 
transfer as easy and reliable as possible. 
The tower has two hard drive bays — 
one to hold the spacious 750GB SATA 
hard drive that comes standard with the 
machine, and one that supports the 
750GB HP Personal Media Drive 
($151.99, not included). 

Having two drives is handy because you 
can back up your work to the second 
drive with the one-touch easy backup 
button. And because an HP Personal 
Media Drive can be easily removed, you 
can take it out and store it in a safe 



place or bring it with you on a family 
visit to show the in-laws photos and 
movies of the kids. Or if you want to 
work in a quiet library or cozy coffee 
shop, you can take the portable hard 
drive with you, connect it to a laptop, 
and still have access to all your files. 

Transferring data from virtually any dig- 
ital camera, digital camcorder, or mo- 
bile device is simple, too. The front 
panel sports a 15-in-1 media reader, 
which allows you to move all your 
music, photos, video, and other files to 
your computer without the need for a 
standalone media reader. The reader 
supports CompactFlash Types I and II, 
Secure Digital, mini Secure Digital, a va- 
riety of MultiMediaCard formats, as 
well as Memory Sticks, SmartMedia, xD 
(eXtreme Digital)-Picture Card, and 
Microdrive. Whatever type of media 
card you have, the HP Pavilion m9500y 
will more than likely be able to read 
your data from its front panel. 

Under The Hood 

Powered by a 2.4GHz AMD Phenom X4 
9750 quad-core processor and a burly 
8GB of memory, you'll have plenty of 



horsepower for games, but you can also 
enjoy movies with little fan noise from 
the computer thanks to AMD's Cool N' 
Quiet technology. 

For gamers, this computer comes with 
Nvidia GeForce 9500 GS graphics with 
512MB of dedicated video memory and 
supports DirectX 10, so you can play all 
the latest titles. And with DVI and HDMI 
outputs and a multiformat DVD± 
RW/CD-RW double-layer drive, you can 
watch DVDs, listen to music, and burn 
your media projects and files onto discs. 

Don't Forget About 
The Software 

The HP Pavilion Elite m9500y comes 
loaded with Windows Vista Home 
Premium 64-bit, as well as plenty of 
other useful office, security, and media- 
editing software, including Microsoft 
Office Home and Student Edition 2007, 
Norton Internet Security 2009, and 
muvee Reveal Premium. 

If you like speed, convenience, and 
smart design features in your desktop 
PC, look no further than the HP Pavilion 
Elite m9500y. 13 
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Bandwidth Boom 

Networking At The Next Level With D-Link 



Dhe story of wireless home 
networking is the story of 
bandwidth — the amount of 
data that can be transmit- 
ted over a network connec- 
tion at a given time — which 
the D-Link DIR-825 Xtreme N Dual Band 
Gigabit Router ($149.99; www.dlink.com) 
has in spades. Applications such as VoIP 
(Voice over Internet Protocol) 
calls, online gaming, and stream- 
ing video are par for the course 
for this high-bandwidth, dual- 
band beast. 

The Latest 
& Greatest 

Though backward-compatible 
with both 802.1 1g and 802.11a 
routers, this router boasts the 
new 802.1 1n standard, which is 
significantly faster. The wireless 
performance will be impressive 
enough, but you can also con- 
nect up to four computers di- 
rectly to the router for wired 
Gigabit Ethernet performance. 

For small offices (or homes with seem- 
ingly enough computers to qualify as 
a small office) or simply anyone who 
wants the best available router perform- 
ance, this is an ideal device. 

Even with several employees or family 
members browsing the Internet, down- 
loading files, streaming movies, gaming 
online, and more, the network's per- 
formance will be surprisingly strong. 



Dual-Band, As In Two-In-One 

Most routers operate on either the 2.4GHz 
band or the 5GHz band, and each is use- 
ful for certain applications. But the D- 
Link DIR-825 Xtreme N Dual Band Gigabit 
Router has both bands. This allows the 
router to perform multiple tasks simulta- 
neously at different frequencies. 






D-Link DIR-825 Xtreme N 
Dual Band Gigabit Router 
$149.99 • www.dlink.com 
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For example, if you're chatting over VoIP 
with a friend while destroying him in an 
online video game, the 2.4GHz band can 
handle the VoIP duties, while the 5GHz 
band will ensure that your game is un- 
hampered by network slowdowns. 

Plug & Play 

Technology can make your life easier, 
but sometimes setting up a network 
and configuring network devices can be 
tedious. The D-Link DIR-825 Xtreme N 



Dual Band Gigabit Router is designed to 
be easy to set up with the included soft- 
ware, but adding network devices is 
even easier. 

With D-Link's SharePort technology, you 
can simply plug a storage device or 
printer into the router, and BAM — the 
device is available to anyone on the net- 
work. That means that any com- 
puter connected to the network 
can print or back up data to those 
devices. You can print a recipe 
from your upstairs office, while the 
kids print their homework from 
their bedrooms, and your husband 
backs up his photos from the 
weekend football game on his lap- 
top in the living room. 

Security 

With so many computers and 
devices on your network, you'll 
want to be sure the network is se- 
cure. The D-Link DIR-825 Xtreme 
N Dual Band Gigabit Router fea- 
tures WPA (Wi-Fi Protected Access), 
WPA2, and WPS (Wi-Fi Protected Setup) 
encryption to keep your data incom- 
prehensible to prying eyes. To protect 
against attacks, this router packs some 
heat with dual active SPI (Stateful Packet 
Inspection) and NAT (Network Address 
Translation) firewalls. 

Take the next step in home or small 
office networking and upgrade to the 
D-Link DIR-825 Xtreme N Dual Band 
Gigabit Router. 123 
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Three Needs, 
One Solution 

Actiontec DSL Modem 

Rolls Three Devices Into One Tool 




reating a home net- 
work can mean spend- 
ing money on separate 
hardware, such as a 
modem, a wireless rou- 
ter, and a multi-port 
Ethernet switch. Then having to set up 
your new hardware purchases can 
also cost you precious time. With 
the Actiontec Electronics GT724WGR 
($89.99; www.actiontec.com), you get 
all three of these devices rolled into a 
single product, saving you both time 
and money. 

With all the cords and computer ac- 
cessories people have to contend with 
in a limited amount of space, it can 
be difficult to find room for a modem, 
a wireless router, and an Ethernet 
switch. With the three-in-one design 
of the GT724WGR, you won't need to 
find the space for three separate de- 
vices, making it ideal for anyone who 
wants an integrated home-network- 
ing solution. 

The GT724WGR is a full-rate ADSL 
modem that can reach data rates of 
up to 24Mbps downstream and up 
to 1Mbps upstream (depending on 
your ISP's service package). But not 
all of your devices may have wireless 
capabilities, and a wired connection 
can be more reliable and mean 
quicker transfer rates. For these reasons, 
the GT724WGR also offers a 4-port Eth- 
ernet switch, which lets you connect up 



to four components, such as a com- 
puter, Internet set-top box, or Internet 
phone device. 

On the wireless end, the GT724WGR's 
802.1 1g wireless router lets you eas- 
ily connect wireless devices, such as 



Actiontec Electronics GT724WGR 
$89.99 • www.actiontec.com 
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router is backward-compatible with 
802.11b devices. 

In addition to its three-in-one design, the 
GT724WGR works as an Internet firewall 
to protect you from hazards, such as 
hackers and other cyber criminals. The 
GT724WGR features WEP (Wired 
Equivalent Privacy) 64-, 128-, or 256- 
bit encryption and WPA (Wi-Fi Pro- 
tected Access) as a defense. These 
security features (along with Web site 
blocking, Internet traffic logging, De- 
nial of Service protection, and other 
security features) add multiple layers 
of protection designed to put your 
mind at ease, knowing your informa- 
tion is safe from online predators. 

For ease of use, the GT724WGR has 
an Auto-Connect feature engineered 
to automatically connect you to 
your DSL service regardless of your 
computer or operating system. Also, 
Actiontec Electronics designed the 
graphical user interface to make 
it simple for users to check the status 
of the network and to check the 
broadband connection's IP address. 
So, you don't need a vast amount 
of home-networking knowledge and 
experience to be able to operate 
the GT724WGR. 



notebooks and wireless printers. You 
can send and receive information at 
speeds up to 54Mbps, and the wireless 



Everyone could use more time-savers 
and space-savers, and with the GT724- 
WGR, you get both, along with a secure 
home network. \H 
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No More Expensive Ink 

Budget Printing With Kodak's ESP 7 




oney is tight in 
Jeff's household 
these days, but he's 
not worried. Ever 
since he went back 
to school for an 
advanced degree in botany, he's 
been analyzing every household pur- 
chase for value. And with the wireless 
print/copy/scan printer he bought to 
create his frequent, illustrated lab pa- 
pers, he knows that he's saving tons of 
money on ink. 

Jeff knew he had his work cut out for 
him when he decided to convince his 
wife that a new printer was a sound in- 
vestment for their single-income 
household. After all, she pointed out, 
their old printer was fairly good at pro- 
ducing the charts, text, and photos of 
plants Jeff included in his lab reports. 
That was true, but Jeff was getting 
tired of paying more than $60 every 
time the printer needed replacement 
ink cartridges. 

Jeff found what he was looking for 
from Kodak. His new wireless ESP 7 All- 
in-One inkjet ($199.99; www.kodak 
.com) has the features and image 
quality he was looking for. Best of all, 
its ink cartridge replacements cost a 
mere $25 ($9.99 for black ink, $14.99 
for color). That is one of the lowest re- 
placement costs in the industry. 

For years, printer manufacturers have 
followed the "razor model." In the razor 
model, vendors sell their core products, 



Kodak ESP 7 All-in-One Printer 
MSRP: $199.99 • www.kodak.com 




such as printers or shaving razors, 
cheaply. But for the consumable acces- 
sories, namely ink cartridges or replace- 
ment blades, manufacturers charge 
customers an arm and a leg. The price of 
entry is low, but the operating cost over 
time is high. In some cases, it's almost 
more economical to buy a new, low-end 
printer than it is to buy more ink. 

Kodak's business model is a better 
overall value for its customers. With an 
ESP 7, Jeff and his wife can save an av- 
erage of $110 per year on ink alone. 
Over three years' time, their savings will 
average about $329. In other words, 
their Kodak wireless printer will have 
paid for itself. 



For the same amount of money as it 
costs to produce 207 documents and 
photos from a typical inkjet, Jeff 
can print an average of 535 with his 
wireless Kodak ESP 7. His lab reports 
with color graphics and text cost him 
about 6.9 cents per page, which is a 
far cry from the average inkjet's 14.4 
cents per page. His wife's letters to her 
grandmother cost a mere 2.3 cents per 
page to print compared to the industry 
average of 6.6 cents per page, and the 
4x6 family photos she prints cost just 
9.6 cents each instead of 32.1 cents. 

Any way you print it, a Kodak printer 
makes financial sense. 03 
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THINGS TO KNOW 

Computer Monitor Specs 




Q 

/ 

Q 



Contrast Ratio 



What is contrast ratio? 

This ratio is a measurement of a computer monitor's 
darkest black compared to its brightest white. 



What ratio (in numerals) should I look for when 
buying a monitor? 



Avoid purchasing a monitor with a ratio lower than 
500:1. The higher the ratio (1,000:1, for instance), the 
more details you will see in photos and games. 



Q 
A 

Q 



What does a high contrast ratio indicate? 

If your monitor has a high contrast ratio, it will appear 
to have brighter whites and deeper blacks. 



Is contrast ratio better on LCD monitors? 



/ 



In general, an LCD monitor is more vivid and clearer 
than a CRT monitor. It should look less washed out. 



Resolution 



Q 



What is resolution? 



Resolution, sometimes referred to as maximum or native 
in flat-panel monitors, refers to the number of horizontal 
and vertical pixels. 



Q 
A 



What is a pixel? 

A pixel is the smallest element, or picture element, of a 
monitor. Each pixel displays blue, red, and green light. 



Q 
A 



What is native or maximum resolution? 

Most monitors support multiple resolutions, but the na- 
tive or maximum resolution yields the best results. 



Q 
A 



Does monitor resolution affect gaming? 

Games look better at higher resolutions, but you'l 
need a fairly powerful graphics card and CPU. 
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Q 



Maintenance 



How do I clean my LCD monitor? 



/Unlike glass screens, LCDs feature a film that can 
be damaged by harsh chemicals and rough cloths. 
Instead, most experts recommend using a soft fiber cloth 
(sprayed with a little filtered water) to remove dust or 
smudges. 



Q 



Which type of screen is better at reducing glare, 
matte or glossy? 



For the most part, LCDs with a matte screen are non- 
reflective; glossy screens are more likely to reflect light 
from windows and overhead lighting. 



Q 



Do I need to shut my monitor off at night? 



By default, most monitors are configured to shut off 
after a given period of time. You can also use Windows 
to automatically turn off your monitor. 



Q 



Can I hide the cables running from my PC to 
the monitor? 



/You can use cable management accessories designed 
for home-theater use to conceal the monitor's power 
and video cables. 



Q 



How does the monitor's native resolution affect 
image quality? 



The native resolution indicates the actual number of 
pixels on the screen. If you don't set your computer's 

settings to match the monitor's native resolution, images 

may appear fuzzy or otherwise dull. 



Brightness 



OC What is 

A 



brightness? 



Brightness describes the amount of light that em- 
anates from a computer monitor's display. 



Q 



Is brightness similar to contrast ratio? 



Both brightness and contrast ratio scale shades of red, 
green, and blue; however, contrast ratio defines the 

clarity of light between the darkest black and the brightest 

white of a picture. 



Q 



How do I adjust the brightness of my monitor? 



A Look for the brightness control on the front or side of 
your monitor (most monitors include this feature, but it 
may also be located somewhere else). When you locate a 
button with a symbol that shows a circle with beams radi- 
ating from it (in the shape of a sun), you can adjust the bright- 
ness level of the picture. (Controls vary on different monitors.) 



Q 



Can my monitor be too bright? 



Yes, it's possible that the manufacturer brightness set- 
ting may be too bright for your preference. This can be 
easily corrected by toning down the display by a few levels. 



Q 



What is the black level of a monitor's display? 



A The black level indicates the presence of absolute 
blackness in a picture. The true black picture content 
of a monitor is measured in candela/m2. 
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Send In The Geeks 

Say Goodbye To Slow Computers 



Geek Squad PC 
Optimization, Explained 

Whether your computer is fresh out of 
the box or has been used for a long 
time, there's a good chance it isn't run- 
ning at peak performance. In order to 
protect your privacy and avoid PC 
slowdowns, everything from needless 
software to malware, such as viruses 
and spyware, needs to be cleaned out 
on a regular basis. However, tracking 
these nuisances down and knowing 
what you should keep vs. what you 
should delete can quickly become 
a nightmare. 

Enter Geek Squad. Whether you opt 
for its in-home, in-store, or online ser- 
vice, Geek Squad Agents can optimize 
your PC so it boots faster, runs better, 
and suffers from fewer errors and 
crashes. Here's an overview of the basic 
PC adjustments Geek Squad can per- 
form and why they are so vital. 

Remove Unnecessary 
Startup Programs 

If programs are flagged to open and 
run in the background as soon as 
Windows loads, they lengthen boot 
times and slow down your system's 
overall performance. Windows does in- 
clude tools to help you remove startup 
items, but there are several caveats. 
These simple utilities don't necessarily 
show you everything that loads when 
your computer starts up, and they 
don't provide enough information to 
let you know which programs are nec- 
essary and which can safely be deleted. 
With the assistance of Geek Squad 
Agents, your PC's needless startup 



programs will be identified and then 
safely removed. 

Fight Malware 

Nothing drags down performance 
like malware. Viruses can take over 
your computer to send unsolicited 
emails or destroy your PC's data, and 
spyware monitors your actions, lead- 
ing to identity theft and other security 
breaches. One of the most impor- 
tant components to some of Geek 
Squad's security services is antivirus 
and antispyware installation and 
configuration that prevents existing 
and new malware from infecting 
your computer. 

Take Out The Trash 

As you use your computer, it creates 
loads of temporary files that eat up hard 
drive space and serve no lasting pur- 
pose. As with startup programs, it's diffi- 
cult to tell which files are safe to delete 
and which are needed, so let a Geek 
Squad Agent take the guesswork out of 
this tune-up task. 

Keep It Updated 

New security holes for Windows and 
other software crop up regularly, and new 
antivirus and anti-malware definitions are 
released nearly every day. It is imperative 
to keep your OS and anti-malware soft- 
ware up-to-date. Many Geek Squad opti- 
mization services can patch your software 
programs with new updates so that you 
can keep your data and identity safe with 
peace of mind. E3 

by Tracy Baker 



Which t^&Br Computer 
Service Is Right For You? 



v 



Geek Squad offers a variety of PC 
packages that include optimization 
services. Here's a breakdown of 
some of them: 



Standard Security & 
Performance 

$229.99 (in-home) 
$129.99 (in-store) 
What's included: Antivirus and 
antispyware software is installed, 
and all performance tweaks dis- 
cussed in this article are performed. 

Computer 
Optimization 

$129.99 (in-home) 
$29.99 (in-store) 

What's included: Temp file clean- 
ing, startup program removal, and 
software updates. 

Standard Gamer's 
Optimization 

$69.99 (in-store only) 
What's included: Install one pro- 
gram, temp file cleaning, startup 
program removal, software up- 
dates, and optimize requested 
game settings. 

Computer Checkup 

$99.99 (in-store only) 
What's included: Troubleshoot 
problems, startup program re- 
moval, software updates, and OS 
critical updates. 
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Notebooks 

5 Must- Have Accessories 

A laptop is a big investment, and now that you've taken the plunge, it's time to decide what you need to go along with your shiny 
new purchase. We've rounded up five of our favorite accessories that every laptop owner should add to her shopping list. IS 

by Joy Martin 



Laptops aren't cheap, so you'll 
want to protect yours. After 
splurging on a laptop, the first 
thing you need to consider is 
how you're going to protect 
it. You bought a laptop for its 
portability, so it's important to 
buy a good case that can protect it 
and keep it mobile. Cases are avail- 
able in a multitude of styles and 
colors, so you're sure to find one 
that meets your needs. We espe- 
daily like laptop bags with 
wheels and telescop- 
ing handles because 
they're so handy 
when you are 
traveling. Look 
for a bag that 
is built for your 
screen size and has 
plenty of zippered pockets to 
store your notebook accessories 
and paperwork. 




E 



A mouse is easier to work 
with than a pointing stick. Al- 
though laptops are well-suited 
for working on the go, the 
touchpad and/or pointing stick 
(that little nub in the middle of 
the keyboard that enables you to 
navigate the on-screen pointer) 
that replace your desktop com- 
puter's mouse can be hard to ma- 
nipulate. If you prefer a mouse, 
look for a wired mouse that plugs 
into your USB port or even a 
cordless mouse. The sleek design 
of cordless mice makes them easy 
to transport, and the 
USB receivers are 
small enough to 
leave plugged 
in, so your 
mouse will 
always be 
ready when 
you need it. 



f 



Portable USB hubs let you connect a few extra 
peripherals while you're out of the office. USB ports 
let you connect all sorts of electronic goodies to your 
computer, but what if you have more gadgets than 
ports? A USB hub, such as Dynex's 4-Port USB 2.0 Hub 
($22.99; www.bestbuy.com), is an affordable way to en- 
sure you can connect all of your peripherals. In addition 
to giving you more ports, cords to items such as a dig- 
ital camera or music player can be 
left plugged in on your 
desk, so they are ready 
to go next time you 
use your laptop. 




i 





Surge protec- 
tors designed 
for laptops will 
offer your notebook 
PC some much-needed 
protection from spikes in power. You 
didn't have to think twice before plug- 
ging your desktop computer into a 
power conditioner or surge protector. 
But do you take the same precautions 
every time you use your laptop— no 
matter where you happen to be? Surge 
protectors ensure that the electrical 
current running to the device(s) at- 
tached to it doesn't exceed acceptable 
levels, which can cause serious damage. 
In fact, a sudden spike in electricity can 
destroy a laptop, so taking the time to 
plug into one every time is worth the 
few seconds it takes. For convenient 
protection on the go, surge protectors 
designed specifically for laptops are 
compact, making them easy to pack 
away in your laptop bag. 




An extra battery lets 
you keep working on 
the road when you're far 
away from your charger. 

We love laptops for their portability — 
they let us work without being tethered 
to a desk. But that flexibility is limited to how 
long the battery holds a charge. Having an extra 
battery on hand that's powered and ready to go gives 
you the ability to work longer, without having to find a 
power outlet. Batteries vary from laptop to laptop, but 
with your model number in hand, you can find a replace- 
ment for any brand. 
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Photo & Imaging 

Easy, Fun & Professional! 




Corel® 

Paint Shop Pro' 
Photo X2 
Ultimate 

MSRP: $99.99 

SKU: 9029106 

www.corel.com 



Quick Overview 

Corel® Paint Shop Pro® Photo X2 Ultimate is 
dynamic photo-editing software that's loaded 
with everything from easy, automatic photo- 
fixing tools to precision editing controls that 
deliver full professional power. Plus, the 
Ultimate edition is packed with extras, in- 
eluding media recovery software, professionally 
designed creative content, Corel® Painter™ 
Photo Essentials 4, and a 2GB USB flash drive- 
extras that total more than $200 in value. 

Perfect For 

Everyone from casual camera owners and 
photo hobbyists to professional photographers. 



Outstanding Benefits 

FREE 2GB flash drive 

FREE Corel® Painter™ Photo Essentials lets you turn your photos into 
paintings in three easy steps. 

FREE Media Recovery Software that can recover images, movies, and 
sound files from reformatted memory cards. 

FREE Background Remover Plug In that lets you isolate an image area, 
remove it from the background, and place it in a different image. 
FREE Creative Content Pack with 150 new, custom-made frames, 
patterns, and Picture Tubes™. 
• Fully Certified for Windows Vista, Microsoft's highest certification level. 

Coolest Feature 

Remove blemishes, whiten teeth, and even look thinner, all in a few 
simple clicks with the unique Makeover Tools. 
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Unlock Your Camera's True Potential 

Corel's Paint Shop Pro Photo X2 Ultimate Offers 

Amazing Touch-up Tools & Free Extras 




Corel Paint Shop Pro 
Photo X2 Ultimate 

MSRP: $99.99 
www.corel.com 



It's an exciting time for Karen. She's finally had an opportu- 
nity to try out her brand-new D-SLR camera at her parents' 
45th anniversary celebration. 

However, the joy of her first real outing as a prosumer 
photographer turned to momentary panic when she acci- 
dentally formatted the camera's memory card instead of 
her spare. Then she remembered that her copy of Corel 
Paint Shop Pro Photo X2 Ultimate photo-editing software 
came with a file recovery utility made expressly for memory 
cards. Later, using PHOTORECOVERY for Digital Media, 
Karen was able to salvage all of her treasured photos. 

Paint Shop Pro Photo not only made it a snap for Karen to 
touch up, crop, and enhance her party pictures on her Win- 
dows Vista PC, but it also let her D-SLR's image quality shine 
through. Because it supports the uncompressed RAW photo 
formats of more than 250 digital camera models, Karen 
was able to shoot all night at her D-SLR's maximum-quality 



setting, knowing that her editing soft- 
ware would be compatible with her 
RAW photo files. 

The next weekend, Karen took her re- 
touched photos to her parents' house 
on a USB flash drive, which came free 
with her Ultimate version of Paint Shop 
Pro Photo. The first picture she showed 
them was her favorite: A candid shot of 
her parents laughing, arm-in-arm. 

"We look great!" her father exclaimed. "I 
mean, I don't look that good in real life." 

"Of course you do," Karen assured him. 
She didn't mention that Paint Shop Pro 
Photo offers easy tools to make people 
look thinner and tanner. On other pho- 
tos, she had used Corel's Makeover 
Tools to smooth out blemishes on 
younger relatives' skin and to teeth whiten a few party guests. 

"But wasn't there a waiter or someone behind us?" her 
mother asked. Karen had shown her the original image on 
her D-SLR's display moments after she captured it. "What 
happened to him?" 

"I cropped him out," Karen said. She had turned to Paint 
Shop Pro Photo's ImageSkill Background Remover to seam- 
lessly cut out the superfluous fellow, turning a great photo 
into a timeless one. 

"Wow. You can't even tell!" her father marveled. 

Karen paid more than 10 times as much for her D-SLR, but 
at that moment, she knew that her purchase of Corel Paint 
Shop Pro Photo X2 Ultimate was more than a mere after- 
thought. It was the key to unlocking the full potential of not 
just her camera, but her own skills as a photographer. 
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VisionTek 



Video Card 

The Ultimate HD Gaming Video Card 




VisionTek ATI 
Radeon™ HD 4850 

MSRP: $199.99 

SKU: 900241 

www.visiontek.com 



Quick Overview 

Redefine the way you play, and take HD gaming 
to the extreme with best-in-class performance. 
The new TeraScale graphics engine delivers an im- 
mersive, cinematic gaming experience. Add this 
GPU to your PC and watch Blu-ray movies and 
play HD content with incredible visual fidelity. 

Perfect For 

The ATI Radeon HD 4850 Series GPUs deliver a 
cinematic gaming experience with unprece- 
dented performance. The powerful new 
TeraScale graphics will propel you deep into 
your gameplay with seamless frame rates and 
high resolutions. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 800 stream processors 

• 256-bit memory interface; 51 2MB GDDR3 memory 
. DirectX® 10.1 

• 24X custom filter anti-aliasing (CFAA) and high performance 
anisotropic filtering 

• ATI CrossFireX™ multi-GPU support for highly scalable performance 
(use up to four discrete cards with an AMD 790FX based motherboard) 

• PCI Express® 2.0 support; ATI Avivo™HD video and display technology; 
Unified Video Decoder 2 (UVD) for Blu-ray™ 

Coolest Feature 

The ATI Radeon HD 4850 brings the power of graphics "supercomputing" 
to gamers. With HDMI and 7.1 surround audio, watch the hottest Blu-ray 
movies or other HD content at full 1080p display resolution and beyond. 
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' 



Power Supply 

Reliable, Quiet & Efficient Power For Your PC 



[BFG Tech] 




Quick Overview 

Computer enthusiasts know BFG Technologies 
for making rock-solid graphics cards, but BFG 
brings the same level of quality to its GX Series 
power supplies. The 550W PSU has all of the 
features you'd expect on a cutting-edge power 
supply, including modular cabling, more than 
80% efficiency, and multiple 12V rails. 

Perfect For 

The gamer whose system includes a mid-to- 
high-end graphics card and DIY system builders 
who don't settle for anything less than brand- 
name parts. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Modular cabling lets you use only the power connectors you need, so 
you don't clutter your case with excess cables. 

• With an efficiency as high as 85%, almost all of the power the GX-550 
draws from a wall socket will be directly converted to power a PC can use. 

• 20+4-pin motherboard and 6+2-pin PCI Express connectors offer the 
ultimate in flexibility. 

• A silent 140mm intake fan keeps the GX-550 running smoothly with- 
out making a ruckus. 

Coolest Feature 

The GX-550 uses BFG Thermal Control Technology, which means it can 
adjust its intake fan according to the current temperature and load. With 
this technology, the GX-550 always has the perfect balance of quiet opera- 
tion and stable performance. 
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ALIEIMWAREf 



Desktop 

Optimized For Gaming 




Alienware Aurora 

MSRP: $1,699.99 

SKU: 9058342 

www.alienware.com 



Quick Overview 

This custom-built desktop PC blends Alien- 
ware's unique design with cutting-edge technol- 
ogy, including an AMD 2.2GHz quad-core 
processor and two ATI Radeon HD 4850 graph- 
ics cards. Besides hardware ideal for gaming, 
video editing, and other intensive tasks, the Au- 
rora also includes a 500GB hard drive and a 
DVD±RW/CD-RW drive to provide multimedia 
playback capabilities, as well as the storage ca- 
pacity needed for photos, images, and videos. 

Perfect For 

Computer enthusiasts and gamers looking for a 
PC that offers dazzling performance and design. 



Outstanding Benefits 

2.2GHz AMD™ Phenom™ X4 quad-core processor 

500GB hard drive; 4GB DDR2-800MHz SDRAM 

Multiformat DVD±RW/CD-RW drive with double-layer 

Dual ATI™ Radeon HD 4850 graphics cards 

Alienware AlienFX system lighting 

Ability to expand system via free slots on motherboard for add-on 

cards and memory 

Advanced airflow and component cooling for internal hardware 

Windows Vista (64-bit) Home Premium With Service Pack 1 

Coolest Feature 

Dual ATI Radeon HD 4850 graphics cards that work together to deliver 
the best possible gaming experience. 



FirstGlimpse 



60 March 2009 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



COMPUTERS 



magicJoik 



USB Phone Jack 

Experience The Magic Of Free Calls 




magicJack 

MSRP: $39.99 

SKU: 9123539 

www.magicjack.com 



Quick Overview 

The magicJack lets you place free phone calls 
over the Internet using your existing phone. 
Simply plug one end into your Windows or Mac 
computer's USB port, and plug your phone into 
the other. After you register for a free phone 
number, you'll be able to pick up your phone 
and make calls just as you used to— only they'll 
be free. 

Perfect For 

MagicJack is outstanding for broadband users 
who want to make free long-distance calls and 
have the same phone number wherever they 
move. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Make free long-distance calls to anywhere in the United States, Canada, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands 

• If you travel abroad, you can make free calls back to the United States 
or Canada 

• You can choose your own area code, even one from a different state 

• The $1 9.95 yearly service charge is free for the first year 

• Caller ID, call waiting, voicemail, and directory assistance are included 
in the price for free 

• You can cancel service from your local phone company and take ad- 
vantage of free phone calls through magicJack 

Coolest Feature 

Any call you make to another magicJack owner, anywhere in the world, 
is free. 
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VoIP Calling System 
Free Home Phone Service 




% 



i* 




ooma 

MSRP: $249.99 

SKU: 8897571 

www.ooma.com 



Quick Overview 

Phone bills are a drag, so stop paying them and 
get ooma. Call anywhere in the United States 
with no monthly fees or contracts. Keep features, 
such as caller ID, call-waiting, and voicemail and 
enjoy prepaid international calling. Additionally, 
calling other ooma system owners anywhere in 
the world is free. You can upgrade to ooma Pre- 
mier and receive more exclusive benefits, such as 
message screening, free phone number transfer, 
and privacy protection with blacklist. 

Perfect For 

ooma is the perfect solution for those who want 
to stop paying a monthly home phone bill. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Eliminate monthly phone bills 

• Continue enjoying features, such as caller ID, call-waiting, and voicemail 

• Receive email or text notifications when there is a new voicemail mes- 
sage and then access messages from any phone or Web browser 

• Call other ooma owners for free, regardless of where they are located 

• Upgrade to ooma Premier and enjoy message screening, voicemail 
forwarding, blacklisting, a second ooma line, and simultaneous ringing 
between your ooma line and any other phone number, such as a 
mobile phone 

Coolest Feature 

Get rid of your monthly home phone bill and talk for free anywhere in the 
United States while experiencing outstanding voice quality with prepaid 
international calling starting at just pennies per minute. 
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is Kensington 

USB Switch 

Finally, an easy solution for sharing USB devices. 




ShareCentral™ 5 

MSRP: $79.99 

SKU: 8986724 

www.kensington.com 



Quick Overview 

No more plugging and unplugging computer 
devices. With the Kensington ShareCentral™ 5, 
two computers can share a printer, hard drive, 
scanner— any five USB devices— and switch be- 
tween them with the touch of a button. It re- 
duces cable clutter, too! 

Perfect For 

The Kensington ShareCentral™ 5 is perfect for in- 
dividuals or households with multiple computers 
that need to share up to 5 USB peripherals. Avoid 
the headache of setting up a complicated net- 
work and gain full access to shared devices with a 
simple one button process! 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Easily share access to USB devices between two computers— LED lights 
indicate which computer has access 

• Gain instant access to your USB devices by plugging one USB cable into 
your computer 

• Easily switch individual USB devices from one computer to another 

• Easy to set up and easy to use with no network required 

• Wall mountable and plug-n-play 

Coolest Feature 

The ShareCentral™ 5 automatically detects which computer is attempting 
to print without even having to push the printer icon to gain access- 
now that's Smart Made Simple™! Winner of the 2009 Design and Innova- 
tions Award at the Consumer Electronics Show (CES), gaining recognition 
for being one of the most innovative products in its category! 
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Actiontec's Home Networking Solutions 



/fe#cnte6 



Rather than purchasing several different hardware components, such as a modem, a wireless router, and an Ethernet 
port switch, get an Actiontec device that integrates these devices into a single tool, such as the Wireless DSL Modem 
Router GT724WGR or the DSL Modem + Router GT724R. 



Wireless DSL Modem 
+ Router GT724WGR 



SKU: 8661655 



Supported 



Technical 
Support 



Software 
Upgrades 



Built-in Security 
& Firewall 



Best Used For 



OS 
Requirements 




J 



$89.99* 



Tested to work with all 
major ISPs and tele- 
phone companies, in- 
cluding AT&T 



24 hours per day, 7 
days per week, 365 
days per year provided 
by Actiontec 



Any DSL customer 
needing a wireless net- 
work router 



The all-in-one device 
works anywhere, and 
setup is easier than 
typical routers 



Windows 98SE/Me/ 
2000/XP/Vista; Mac 
OS 9 or higher; 
Linux/BSD, Unix 



DSL Modem + Router Verizon Wireless DSL Verizon DSL Modem Qwest DSL Modem DSL Modem For 

GT724R Modem + Router GT701C M1000 Quest DSL 

GT704WGRV 

SKU: 8661682 SKU: 7834392 SKU: 8661691 SKU: 8360098 SKU: 865921 2 






$69.99* 



$89.99* 



Tested to work with all Verizon Only 
major ISPs and tele- 
phone companies, in- 
cluding AT&T 



$69.99* 



Verizon Only 



$69.99* 



Qwest Only 



$29.99* 



Qwest Only 



Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


No 


No 


N/A 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


No 


Optional W1000 


Yes 


4 


4 


4 


1 


1 


N/A 



24 hours per day, 7 Provided by Verizon Provided by Verizon Provided by Qwest Provided by 

days per week, 365 Qwest 

days per year provided 
by Actiontec 



Free from Actiontec 


Free from Actiontec 


Provided by Verizon 


Provided by Verizon 


Provided by Qwest 


Provided by 
Qwest 


Automatic configura- 
tion 


Automatic configura- 
tion 


Verizon CD 


Verizon CD 


Qwest CD 


Plug-and-Play 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 



Any DSL customer 
needing a network 
router 



The all-in-one device 
works anywhere, and 
setup is easier than 
typical routers 



Windows 98SE/Me/ 
2000/XP/Vista; Mac 
OS 9 or higher; 
Linux/BSD, Unix 



New Verizon DSL sub- 
scribers purchasing in- 
store or replacing 
failed equipment 

Complete self-installa- 
tion kit; Verizon pro- 
vides support 



Windows 98SE/Me/ 
2000/XP/Vista; Mac 
OS 9 or higher; 
Linux/BSD, Unix 



New Verizon DSL 
subscribers purchas- 
ing in-store or replac- 
ing failed equipment 

Complete self-instal- 
lation kit; Verizon 
provides support 



Windows 98SE/Me/ 
2000/XP/Vista; Mac 
OS 9 or higher; 
Linux/BSD, Unix 



New Qwest DSL sub- 
scribers purchasing 
in-store or replacing 
failed equipment 

Complete self-instal- 
lation kit; Qwest pro- 
vides support 



Windows 98SE/Me/ 
2000/XP/Vista; Mac 
OS 9 or higher; 
Linux/BSD, Unix 



Qwest customers 
with M1000 
modem only 



Turns any Qwest 
M1 000 modem 
into a wireless ac- 
cess point in- 
stantly 

N/A 
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Netgear's Family Of Wireless Routers 



NETGEAR 

Connect with Innovation "" 



Netgear's lineup of wireless routers makes setting up a wireless network in your home or office easier than ever. 
Choose from inexpensive models designed to make the most of your current hardware or Wireless-N draft 2.0 
routers capable of delivering unprecedented performance to enable even the most demanding network tasks. 



Wireless-G Router 
WGR614 

SKU 5507043 



RangeMax Wireless 
Router WPN824 

SKU 7061751 



Wireless-N Router 
WNR2000 

SKU 8998506 



RangeMax Dual Band 
Wireless-N WNDR3300 

SKU 8669915 



RangeMax Wireless-N 
Gigabit WNR3500 

SKU 8669899 




$129.99* 

10X 

Up to 300Mbps 



$139.99* 

10X 

Up to 300Mbps 



Interference 
Avoidance 



Smart Wizard® simplifies 
setup by automatically de- 
tecting and configuring 
your router. 



Good 



Smart Wizard® simplifies 
setup by automatically de- 
tecting and configuring 
your router. 



Better 



Push 'N' Connect lets you 
add computers to the 
network quickly and se- 
curely. 



Better 



Push 'N' Connect lets you 
add computers to the 
network quickly and se- 
curely. 



Best 



Push 'N' Connect lets 
you add computers to 
the network quickly and 
securely. 



Better 



Multiple PCs on the Inter- VoIP (Voice over Internet VoIP, heavy Internet use by VoIP, heavy Internet use by VoIP, heavy Internet use 
net, email and chat, Protocol), heavy Internet multiple PCs, large homes, multiple PCs, large homes, by multiple PCs, large 

streaming music 



802.11b, 802.1 1g 



use by multiple PCs, large 
homes, media streaming, 
gaming 



802.11b, 802.1 1g 



media streaming, lag-free 
gaming, large file sharing, 
better performance with 
Wireless-N notebooks 



802.1 1 n draft version 2.0, 
802.1 1g, 802.1 1b 



media streaming, lag-free 
gaming, large file sharing, 
better performance with 
Wireless-N notebooks, 
multiple HD video streams 



802.1 1 n draft version 2.0, 
802.1 1g, 802.11b, 802.11a 



homes, media streaming, 
lag-free gaming, large file 
sharing, better perform- 
ance with Wireless-N 
notebooks, multiple HD 
video streams 



802.1 1 n draft version 2.0, 
802.1 1g, 802.11b 




Security 
Protocols 



Wired LAN Ports 



Firewall, DoS (Denial of 
Service) prevention, 
WPA2-PSK, WPA-PSK, 
WEP 64-bit, 28-bit encryp- 
tion, MAC address authen- 
tication, secure gaming 



4 10/100 Ethernet 



1 external 



Double firewall, DoS 
prevention, IDS, WPA2- 
PSK, WPA-PSK, WEP 64- 
bit, 128-bit encryption, 2 
VPN tunnels, wireless ac- 
cess control, MAC address 
authentication, secure 
gaming 



4 10/100 Ethernet 



7 internal 



Push 'N' Connect WiFi 
Protected Setup, Double 
firewall, DoS prevention, 
IDS, WPA2-PSK, WPA-PSK, 
WEP 64-bit, 128-bit encryp- 
tion, wireless access con- 
trol, secure gaming 



4 10/100 Ethernet 



2 internal 



Push 'N' Connect WiFi 
Protected Setup, Double 
firewall, DoS prevention, 
IDS, WPA2-PSK, WPA-PSK, 
WEP 64-bit, 128-bit en- 
cryption, wireless access 
control, secure gaming 



4 10/100 Ethernet 



8 internal 



Push 'N' Connect WiFi 
Protected Setup, Double 
firewall, DoS prevention, 
IDS, WPA2-PSK, WPA- 
PSK, WEP 64-bit, 128-bit 
encryption for 
802.1 1b/g, 2 VPN tun- 
nels, wireless access con- 
trol, MAC address 
authentication 

4 10/100/1000 Gigabit 
Ethernet 



8 internal 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Brother's Series Of Printers 



brother 

at your side 



Brother's line of printers covers a wide array of types and sizes. Whether you need a nimble black-and-white laser printer 
for your home, a color laser printer with a heavier-duty cycle, or a multifunction printer/scanner/copier/ fax machine for a 
home or small office, Brother has a printer to suit your needs. 



Black & White Laser Wireless Color 
Printer (HL-5240) Laser Printer 

(HL-4070CDW) 

SKU 8490821 SKU 8490849 



Network-Ready Color Black & Wh ite 

Laser Printer (HL-4040CN) Multifunction 
(MFG7220) 

SKU 8463496 SKU 7164917 




Suggested 
Street Price 

Overview 

Functions 

Highest 
Resolution 


$199.99* 


$499.99* 


$399* 


$199.99* 


$149* 


This swift, compact 
laser printer will pro- 
duce a first print in 
less than 8.5 seconds 
and produce up to 
30ppm 


Multiple comput- 
ers can share this 
professional- 
quality printer 
wirelessly or with 
an Ethernet con- 
nection 


This laser printer can 
print at a high 2,400 x 
600 dpi resolution in 
color or black-and-white 
with a snappy 21ppm; 
you can also easily con- 
nect the printer to a 
network via Ethernet 
cable 


You can print, 
copy, scan, and 
fax with this 
compact, multi- 
function laser 
printer 


This compact printer 
with a tiny footprint 
features wired or 
wireless networking 
capabilities 


Print 


Print 


Print 


Print, Copy, 
Scan, Fax 


Print 


1,200x1,200 dpi 


2,400 x 600 dpi 


2,400 x 600 dpi 


1,200x600 dpi 


2,400 x 600 dpi 



30 



21 



21 



Input Sheet 
Capacity 



Up to 250 sheets Up to 300 sheets Up to 300 sheets 



Aedia Types 



Black & White/ 
Color 



Standard 
Interfaces 



Letter, legal, execu- 
tive, A4, A5, A6, B5, 
B6 



Plain, bond, en- 
velopes, labels, and 
transparencies 



Black & White 



Parallel, Hi-Speed 
USB 2.0 



Letter, legal, exec- 
utive, A4, A5, A6, 
B5,B6 



Plain, bond, en- 
velopes, and 
labels 



Black & White, 
Color 



Wireless 

802.1 1b/g, 10/100 

Base-TX Ethernet, 

Hi-Speed USB 2.0, 

Parallel, USB Direct 

Interface/Pict- 

Bridge 



Letter, legal, executive, 
A4, A5, A6, B5, B6 



Plain, bond, envelopes, 
and labels 



Black & White, Color 



10/100 Base-TX Ether- 
net, Hi-Speed USB 2.0, 
USB Direct Interface/ 
PictBridge 



20 



Up to 250 sheets 



Letter, legal, ex- 
ecutive, A4, B5, 
A5 



Plain paper, 
bond, envelopes, 
labels, and trans- 
parencies 



Black & White 



Parallel & Full- 
Speed USB 2.0 
Interfaces 



Network-Ready Wire- 
less Black & White 
Printer (HL-2170W) 

SKU 8661806 




23 



Up to 250 sheets 



Letter, legal, execu- 
tive, A4, A5, A6, B5, 
B6 



Plain paper, bond, en- 
velopes, labels, and 
transparencies 



Black & White 



Wireless 802.1 1b/g, 
10/100 Base-TX Eth- 
ernet, USB 



Wireless Multifunction 
Printer (MFC-490CW) 

SKU 9039177 




$129.99* 



Not only can this multi- 
function printer print, 
copy, scan, and fax, but 
it can also print color 
photos at a high 2,400 x 
1,200 resolution 



Print, Copy, Scan, Fax 



2,400x1,200 dpi (color) 
6,000x1,200 dpi (black) 



27 (color) 
33 (black) 



Up to 100 sheets 



Letter, legal, executive, 
envelope, A4, Photo: 4x6, 
3.5x5,5x7,5x8,8x10 






Plain paper, Inkjet paper, 
glossy photo paper, en- 
velopes, index cards, 
postcards, and labels 



Black & White, Color 



Hi-Speed USB 2.0, Ether- 
net, Wireless (802.1 1 b/g), 
PictBridge Interfaces 
Media Card Slots, and 
USB Flash Memory 
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Toshiba's Satellite Notebook Line 



TOSHIBA 

Leading Innovation » 



The days of mobile professionals being the only users of notebook computers have long since vanished. Today, laptop 
owners are a diverse bunch, numbering students, teachers, parents, grandparents, gamers, stock brokers, architects, 
musicians, and artists. Whatever your age, occupation, and interests, there's a laptop available within Toshiba's lineup 
of Satellite models that's an ideal fit. 



Operating 
system 



Hard drive size; 
RAM 



Toshiba Satellite 
A305-S6905 

SKU 9164012 



Toshiba Satellite 
L355D-S7901 

SKU 9163861 





$649.99* 



$599.99* 



Windows Vista Home Windows Vista Home 
Premium with SP1 Premium with SP1 



2GHz Intel 9 Core™2 2.1 GHz AMD Turion™ 
Duo X2 



320GB; 3GB 



15.4 inches 



250GB; 3GB 



17 inches 



1 .5x1 4.3x1 0.5 inches; 1 .7x1 5.7x1 1 .5 inches; 
6.3 pounds 6.9 pounds 



Dptical drives; 
Media card 



Graphics 
Card 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



Mobile Intel 8 Graph- ATI Radeon 3100 

ics Media Accelerator 

4500MHD 



4 USB; 1 FireWire 



3 USB 



Included 
Software 



Toshiba Assist, Disc Toshiba Disc Creator, 

Creator, DVD Player, Assist, DVD Player, 

Microsoft Works 9, Adobe Acrobat 

and more Reader, and more 



Toshiba Satellite 
L305D-S5934 

SKU 9163772 




$529.99* 



Windows Vista Home 
Premium with SP1 



2GHz AMD Turion™ 
X2 



250GB; 3GB 



15.4 inches 



1.5x14.3x10.6 inches; 
5.5 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



ATI Radeon 3100 



3 USB 



Toshiba DVD Player, 
Disc Creator, Adobe 
Acrobat, and more 



Toshiba Satellite 
L305-S5917 

SKU 9163549 



Toshiba Satellite 
A305-S6872 

SKU 9027732 



Toshiba Satellite 
E105-S1402 

SKU 9022979 





$379.99* 



$749.99* 



$899.99* 



Windows Vista Home Windows Vista Home Windows Vista Home 
Basic with SP1 Premium 64-bit with Premium 64-bit with 

SP1 SP1 



2.16GHz Intel 8 
Celeron 8 



160GB; 1GB 



15.4 inches 



2GHz Intel 8 Core™2 2.26GHz Intel 8 Core™2 
Duo Mobile Duo Mobile 



320GB; 4GB 



14.1 inches 



320GB; 4GB 



14.1 inches 



1 .5x1 4.3x1 0.6 inches; 1 .2x1 3.4x9.7 inches; 1 .2x1 3.4x9.7 inches; 
5.5 pounds 5 pounds 5 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



Intel 8 Graphics Media Intel 8 Graphics Media Intel 8 Graphics Media 
Accelerator 4500M Accelerator Accelerator 

4500MHD 4500MHD 



3 USB 



Toshiba DVD Player, 
Disc Creator, Adobe 
Acrobat Reader, and 
more 



3 USB; 1 FireWire 



Toshiba DVD Player, 
Disc Creator, Power- 
Cinema, Ulead DVD 
MovieFactory 5, 
Adobe Acrobat 
Reader, and more 



2 USB 



Toshiba DVD Player, 
Disc Creator, Power- 
Cinema, Ulead DVD 
MovieFactory 5, 
Adobe Acrobat 
Reader, Norton An- 
tivirus 2.0 (15 
months), and more 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



First Glimpse / March 2009 67 



COMPUTERS 



A 



Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 

notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart compares 
the features and specs from several different types of notebook models. 







Operating 
system 


Processor 


Hard drive 
size; RAM 


Screen size 


Dimensions; 
Weight 


Optical drives; 
Media card reader 


What It Means 


The software 
(usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS 
X) that controls 
your computer 


Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 


How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 


The diagonal 
measurement 
of the note- 
book's screen 


Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the lap- 
top weighs 


Drives that can read 
and write discs; Slots 
that read media 
cards without a sep- 
arate peripheral 


5 


Compaq Presario 
CQ50-215NR 

1 MSRP: $549.99* 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


1.9GHz 
AMD 
Athlon X2 


160GB; 2GB 
DDR2 


15.4 inches 


1.7x14.1x 
10.2 inches; 
6.4 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; No 




Q 


y Dell S1 7-1 71 B 

MSRP: $749.99* 
^ SKU 9168152 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


320GB; 4GB 


12.1 inches 


1.2x8.7x12 
inches; 3.7 
pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


Acer Aspire 
V \ AS8730-6951 
\^^^_ MSRP: $1,049.99* 

SKU 9182966 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2.4GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


320GB; 4GB 


18.4 inches 


1.7x17.3x 
11.8 inches; 
9 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


^*~\ HP Pavilion 
f A dv3510nr 
W W^> MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9027714 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


320GB; 4GB 


13.3 inches 


1.4x12.6x9 
inches; 4.6 
pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


* 


Toshiba Satellite 
E105-S1402 
*, MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9022979 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2.26GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo 


320GB; 4GB 


14.1 inches 


1.2x13.4x9.7 
inches; 5 
pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 


_ Apple MacBook 

MB467LL/A 
^^d MSRP: $1,599* 


Mac OS X 
10.5 Leopard 


2.4GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


250GB; 2GB 
DDR3 


13.3 inches 


0.95x1 2.78x 
8.94 inches; 
4.5 pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; No 


SKU 9107432 


i Sony Vaio 

VGN-FW298Y/H 

^__ MSRP: $1,999.99* 
SKU 9047006 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


2.53GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo 


320GB; 4GB 
DDR2 


16.4 inches 


1.46x1 5.1x 
10.3 inches; 
6.47 pounds 


DVD-RW, 
BD-RW, or BD 
combo drive; 
Yes 


k 


■I AsusVX3-A1B 

MSRP: $3,299.99* 
SKU 9174305 


Windows 

Vista 

Ultimate 


2.5GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


320GB; 4GB 


12.1 inches 


1.2x8.7x12 
inches; 3.7 
pounds 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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COMPUTERS 



Which Desktop PC Is Right For You? 

When you shop for a desktop PC you'll see lots of similar deals. The comparison chart below shows how subtle — yet impor- 
tant — the differences can be. If you need further help discerning the differences between these desktops, we suggest you 
consult an associate at your local CE retailer. 



Processor 



Hard drive 
size; RAM 



Optical 
drives 



Operating 
system 



Graphics 
card 



Ports 



What It Means 



Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 



How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 



Drives that can 
read and write 
CD-Rs, DVD- 
RWs,orHD 
discs 



The software 
(usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS 
X) that controls 
your computer 



Controls the 
quality of your 
video and 
images 



Sockets that give 
your computer 
access to differ- 
ent peripherals 



eMachines 
ET1 161-03 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 9077946 



2.3GHz 
AMD 
Athlon X2 



320GB; 3GB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Nvidia 

GeForce 

6150SE 



6 USB 






Acer AX1 700- 
U3700A 

MSRP: $479.99* 
SKU 9174458 



2.4GHz Intel 

Pentium 

Dual-Core 



640GB; 4GB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Nvidia 

GeForce 

G100 



9 USB 



§ 



DellHybrid-118B 

MSRP: $749.99* 
SKU 8977823 



2.16GHz 
Intel Core 
Duo 



250GB; 3GB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Intel Graph- 
ics Media 
Accelerator 
X3100 



6 USB; 1 
FireWire 






DellSMT-117B 

MSRP: $899.99* 
SKU 9017093 



2.33GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Quad 



1.2TB; 8GB 



DVD-RW/ 
CD-RW 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



ATI Radeon 
3450 



10 USB; 2 
FireWire 



B 



HP Pavilion Elite 
m9500y 

MSRP: $1,039.99* 
SKU 9174289 



2.4GHz 
AMD 
Phenom X4 



750GB; 8GB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Nvidia 
GeForce 
9500 GS 



6 USB; 2 
FireWire 




Gateway 
FX6800-01e 

MSRP: $1,249.99* 
SKU 9081325 



2.66GHz 
Intel Core i7 



750GB; 3GB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



ATI Radeon 
HD4850 



10 USB; 2 
FireWire 



^ 



Apple MB325LL/A 

MSRP: $1,799* 
SKU 8844726 



2.8GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



320GB; 2GB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



Mac OS X 
10.5 Leopard 



ATI Radeon 
HD 2600 Pro 



5 USB; 2 
FireWire 




Alienware Aurora 

MSRP: $1,699.99* 
SKU 9058342 



2.2GHz 
AMD 
Phenom X4 



500GB; 4GB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



Dual ATI 
Radeon HD 
4850 



8 USB; 2 
FireWire 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Software Listings 

Your PC 



C 



omputers can be used to create greeting cards, play games, balance your checkbook, and more. The thing is, most of 
these functions aren't available straight out of the box. To fully harness your computer's potential, you'll need to buy 
software. Here are some options. 



Art/Illustration/Graphics 



Corel Paint Shop 

Pro Photo X2 Ultimate 

$99.99* 

www.corel.com 
Professional photo-editing software in an easy- 
to-use package. The Ultimate version also comes 
with a bonus pack loaded with free extras. 



> 



W 



Adobe Photoshop 
Elements 7 

$99.99* 
www.adobe.com 



Photoshop Elements 7 from Adobe makes it 
easy to fix red-eye, combine photos for the per- 
fect group shot, or tweak the color balance to 
make your photos look their best. 



Roxio Creator 2009 

$99.99* 

www.roxio.com 

With Roxio's new Creator 2009, 






preserving your memories has become simpler 
than ever. You can now easily edit and touch 
up your photos, create unique DVDs using 
your home movies, and organize your mu- 
sic collection. 



print shop 12: 



Broderbund 

The Print Shop 23 Deluxe 

$49.99* 
www.broderbund.com 



Easily create banners, business cards, letter- 
heads, calendars, photo greeting cards, invita- 
tions, and more right from your computer with 
The Print Shop 23 Deluxe from Broderbund. 




Audio/Video 

Pinnacle 

I Studio Ultimate 

[ Version 12 

$129.99* 
www.pinnaclesys.com 
Use automated and powerful video- and 
audio-editing tools to create and share your 
home movies. 



Nero 9 

$99.99* 

www.nero.com 

Nero 9 can help you perform routine 




tasks, such as backing up your data, or more ad- 
vanced tasks, such as enabling you to create pro- 
fessional-looking movies and manage your 
multimedia files. 



ikVq 



Apple iLife '09 

$79* 
www.apple.com 



Use Apple's popular iPhoto, iMovie, iWeb, 
GarageBand, and iDVD on your Mac to orga- 
nize photos, create a Web site, record music, 
or edit movies. 



BMagix Music Maker 14 
www.magix.com 
Produce your own music using more 
than 1,500 sounds, virtual instruments, and 
power chords. When you're done, use Music 
Maker 14 to create a music video. 



Business Applications 



Microsoft Office 
Standard 2007 

$399.95* 

www.m icrosoft.com 



Use all of today's most popular business office 
applications, including Excel, Outlook, Power- 
Point, and Word. 




Adobe Acrobat 8 
Standard 

$299* 

www.adobe.com 
Easily create, combine, and manage various 
PDF documents for your personal or busi- 
ness needs. 



Intuit Quicken 
Home& 
Business 2008 

$99.99* 
www.intuit.com 

Manage your money and see where you stand 
financially with Quicken's newly redesigned 
Business Center. 



B Smith Micro Software 
VMware Fusion 2 
www.vmware.com 
This program lets you run Windows applica- 
tions on your Intel-based Mac for greater 
freedom and productivity. 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Games/ 
Entertainment 

2K Games 
Sid Meier's 
Civilization IV 

$29.99* 
www.2kgames.com 
This addictive strategy game 
has a multiplayer mode for 
additional ways to compete 
against your friends. 




I 



Got Game 
Entertainment 
Arctic Stud 
Poker Run 

$19.99* 

www.gotgameentertain 

ment.com 

This game combines the stra- 
tegy of poker, the thrill of 
racing and the explosions of 
combat in Tournament Elimi- 
nation, single-player, or multi- 
player modes. 



Lucas Arts LEGO: 
Star Wars II: The 
Original Trilogy 

$19.99* 
www.l ucasarts.com 
Follow your LEGO characters 
through the storyline of the 
original "Star Wars" movie 
trilogy while battling the enemy 
and solving puzzles. 




Brighter Minds 
Media World 
of Goo 

$19.99* 



www.brighterminds 
media.com 

In this award-winning game, 
your challenge is to create struc- 
tures out of Coo Balls. Gather up 
different types of Goo Balls that 
perform a variety of functions. 




Home 
Productivity 

■ Nuance Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking 
10 Preferred 

$199.99* 
www.nuance.com 
Dictate emails, reports, and 
other documents much faster 
than you can type and let 
Dragon NaturallySpeaking do 
the typing for you. 



Susteen DataPilot 
Universal Kit w/ 
Bluetooth 

$69.95* 
www.susteen.com 
Connect your cell phone to your 
computer or Bluetooth adapter 
to back up your phone's address 
book, synchronize your phone 
book and calendar with Out- 
look, or use your phone as a 
wireless modem for your laptop 
computer. 



Intuit 

TurboTax Deluxe 
Federal + State 

$59.95* 
www.intuit.com 
Simplify doing your taxes this 
year with TurboTax Deluxe. 
Customized questions guide you 
through the process with ease. 



Microsoft 
Streets & 
Trips 2009 

$39.95* 
www.microsoft.com 
Plan your next vacation and 
share your travel plans with 
friends who will be joining you 
along the journey. 







Security/ 
Utilities 

Kaspersky 
Labs Internet 
Security 
2009 

$79.95* 
www.kaspersky.com 

Premium protection that's 
updated hourly to keep your 
system safe from even the most 
recent threats. 



Kaspersky 
Labs Anti- 
Virus 2009 

$59.99* 
www.kaspersky.com 
Kaspersky's newly updated Anti- 
Virus 2009 has added an ad- 
vanced antivirus engine that 
increases scan times, giving you 
even better protection against 
viruses, Trojans, worms, spyware, 
adware, and more. 



Igg BL. Webroot Software 

( 33 ^L Spy Sweeper With 
H Antivirus 
- $49.99* 
www.webroot.com 
Protect up to three computers 
from viruses and spyware. Spy 
Sweeper stops both known and 
potential threats by blocking sus- 
picious activity. 



1 



Trend Micro 
Antivirus + 
AniSpyware 2008 

$39.95* 

www.trendmicro.com 
Automatic scans, updates, and 
outbreak alerts make it easy to 
safeguard data and files. Protect 
against viruses, worms, spyware, 
and Trojan horses. 



Backup/ 
Recovery 



Symantec 
Norton Ghost 
14.0 

$69.99* 
www.symantec.com 
Back up your entire computer 
or select specific files for back- 
up to ensure you're able to 
recover from any unforeseen 
events, such as a crash or 
virus attack. 



iolo System 

Mechanic 

Professional 

k-Sr^nl $69.95* 
www.iolo.com 
With System Mechanic, you can 
find and fix errors and fragmen- 
tation on your PC, clean out 
clutter, and optimize your 
system for best performance. 

Acronis True 
Image Home 
2009 

$49.99* 
www.acronis.com 
With just one click, you can rest 
assured that your computer- 
operating system, files, applica- 
tions, settings, and all— is 
backed up, so you can quickly 
recover from a crash. 




WipeDrive 



White 
Canyon 
WipeDrive 5 

$39.95* 
www.whitecanyon.com 
When it's time to dispose of 
your old computer, use White 
Canyon's WipeDrive to en- 
sure that all traces of your 
personal information are 
completely removed. 
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Nokia MD-5W 
$169.95 • www.nokia.com 



Bluetooth Spea 

Turn Your Mobile Phone Into A Boomb 



H 



ccording to a recent study 
from the NDP Group, 60% of 
mobile phones purchased in 
the first quarter last year were 
capable of playing music. 
With Nokia's MD-5W Bluetooth Speakers, 
you could turn your music-enabled mo- 
bile phone into a portable music system. 
Additionally, the Nokia MD-5W can serve 
as a hands-free speakerphone because it 
includes a microphone and buttons to an- 
swer, end, and redial calls. 

Keys, Wallet, 
Mobile Phone . . . 

As a Bluetooth speakerphone, the Nokia 
MD-5W is handy for people who take 
their mobile phones everywhere they go. 
You can let others take part in a conver- 
sation simply by pairing your Bluetooth 
phone with the speaker. You don't even 
need to carry any cables to use it because 
the speaker can be powered by four AA 
batteries, making it possible to use it 
away from outlets, such as at the beach 
or a picnic. Nokia does include an audio 



cable and wall outlet adapter, however, 
which can help you save battery life when 
using the speakers indoors. 

To let you receive phone calls when lis- 
tening to music through your mobile 
phone, the Nokia MD-5W automatically 
switches from music mode to call mode 
for an incoming call. And when the call 
ends, the speakers switch back to playing 
music. Nokia indicates that four AA 
batteries can power the speakers for up 
to 20 hours of talk time and 30 hours 
of music playback. An added bonus of 
the Bluetooth connection is that the 
speakers can communicate with your 
phone up to 30 feet away, so you don't 
need to stand near the speakers or leave 
your phone behind for them to function. 
And unlike a Bluetooth headset, you 
won't have to wear any cumbersome 
headgear for hands-free communication. 

The Musio Man 

The Nokia MD-5W includes two built-in 
speakers to deliver stereo sound, and 



Nokia builds in "stereo-widening" tech- 
nology that gives you the impression 
that the audio emanates from a dif- 
ferent location than the speakers, re- 
sulting in a surround-sound feel. At 9.6 
ounces, the 9-inch long and 2.3-inch tall 
speakers are portable enough to carry 
and fit into a travel bag. So whether you 
want to play your own music in a hotel 
room or just while lounging on your 
patio at home, it's easy to take the MD- 
5W with you. And unlike headphones, 
the MD-5W speakers let an entire group 
listen to the music stored on your mo- 
bile phone. No more sharing head- 
phones or huddling around the phone 
when you want to play a new track from 
your digital collection. 

Mobile Audio Center 

With its ability to act as a speaker or 
speakerphone, the MD-5W is ideal for 
those who use their mobile phones as 
portable music players, as well as people 
who want a way for others to partici- 
pate in a phone call. B3 
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Get More 

From Your Phone 

Add Accessories For Productivity & Entertainment 




or many of us, a mobile 
phone has become a 
must-have accessory for 
our busy lifestyles. In 
recent years, several ac- 
cessories have been in- 
troduced to the market 
that can increase productivity and keep 
us entertained. There are lots of different 
types of accessories to choose from. Look 
and you're sure to find at 
least one accessory that you 
can't live without. 



Also consider a dashboard mount for 
your phone as an excellent complement 
to the Bluetooth speakerphone. It keeps 
your phone handy at all times, elimi- 
nating the temptation to dig through 
your purse to find your phone while you 
are driving. 

If you prefer, a Bluetooth headset is an- 
other accessory that can be used in the 



Accessories To Go 

For the businesswoman 
who is on the phone 
making deals or the dad 
who is shuttling kids from 
dance lessons to soccer 
practice, it's important to 
be able to talk on the 
phone while staying safe. A 
Bluetooth speakerphone 
can help you keep in touch 
without having to take 
your eyes off the road, and 
both in-dash and portable 
models are available. In- 
dash car kits often have 
LCDs that display informa- 
tion, such as the incoming 
call number, and often 
work through your car's 
stereo. Portable Bluetooth 
speakerphones, on the 
other hand, clip to your 
visor. Like the in-dash car 
kits, some portable models 
work through your car's 
stereo, while others work 
through the device itself. 



Mobile Retailers 

If you're still confused about which accessories are right for 
you, head to your local CE retailer and visit the mobile 
department. The associates there will give you unbiased (yet 
informed) advice whether you are looking for accessories, 
service plans, or a new mobile phone. # 




car, but it's also useful to use while 
you're doing other activities that require 
the use of two hands. These come as 
basic models that hook around your ear 
or as noise-canceling headsets, which 
are designed to reduce ambient noise. 

To Protect & Entertain 

Mobile phones are an investment, so 
you'll want to be sure yours 
is protected. Cases are avail- 
able for all types of phones 
so you can keep yours safe 
from harm. In addition to 
the protection factor, many 
models have clips that let 
you attach your phone to 
your belt or the inside of a 
purse so it won't get lost. 



Because many cell phones 
come with multimedia ca- 
pabilities, including music, 
photos, and video, there are 
accessories available to help 
you enjoy these features 
anytime, anywhere. Portable 
speakers can be purchased 
so you can hook up your 
mobile phone and fill 
a room with your fav- 
orite tunes. You can also 
purchase cables that join 
your smartphone with your 
home or car stereo. To store 
as much multimedia as you 
can on your phone, a high- 
capacity memory card that 
stores between 4GB and 
8GB will be useful. 13 

by Tessa Warner Breneman 
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Web Entertainment 
At Your Fingertips 

Archos 5 Internet Media Tablet 




ow, more than ever, 
consumers are in the 
market for full Inter- 
net access anywhere 
and everywhere. Ar- 
chos has been pay- 
ing attention to this demand. The Archos 
5 120GB Internet Media Tablet ($399.99; 
www.archos.com) is different from the 
portable devices you've come to know: 
It's not a smartphone, nor a netbook, 
nor a laptop. In fact, the Archos 5 com- 
bines the freedom of Wi-Fi connec- 
tivity, the sharpness of a high-resolution 
display, and the storage of a standard 
notebook computer. Add a touchscreen, 
Linux operating system, and support for 
Adobe Flash 9, and you have a device 
that's able to deliver you a complete 
multimedia experience. 

The 120GB Archos 5 is clearly designed 
to house all of your media. It can easily 
store up to 160 movies, approximately 
1.2 million photos, or roughly 60,000 
songs. Additionally, it supports almost 
any playback format, including MPEG-4, 
WMV, M-JPEG, BMP, PNG, GIF, JPEG, 
and PDF. 

If you're used to scrolling back and forth 
or zooming in to view your favorite Web 
page, you'll be pleased that Archos has 
sought to eliminate this annoying com- 
plication. With an impressive 800 x 480 
native resolution formatted onto a 4.8- 
inch TFT LCD screen, you'll have no trou- 
ble checking your favorite Web sites, 
viewing high-quality graphics, and watch- 
ing standard-sized videos. 




The full, built-in email application lets 
you read emails just as you would on a 
standard PC; you'll also be able to view 
attachments whether online or off. Don't 
be hesitant to import all of your contacts 
either because you'll have plenty of hard 
drive space. As you get acquainted with 
the Opera browser, you can customize 
the included widgets (free miniprograms) 
package that features a currency con- 
verter, weather forecast, note writer, unit 
converter, news readers, password pro- 
tector, and calculator. 

Streaming digital content, such as Web 
radio and TV, is no challenge for the Ar- 
chos 5. Further, you can wirelessly stream 
media from a home PC that's connected 
to a wireless network. There are other 
domestic uses for the Archos 5, as well. 



To integrate your Internet Media Tablet 
with your home-entertainment system, 
you'll need to add to the Archos DVR 
(Digital Video Recorder) Station ($99.99) 
as a conduit between the Archos 5 and 
your HDTV. Because the DVR Station in- 
cludes HDMI output (720p), you can play 
back TV programs, movies, and other 
content stored from your Archos 5 to 
your HDTV. The DVR Station also func- 
tions as a charging station for your Inter- 
net Media Tablet. 

Aesthetically speaking, the Archos 5 has 
a professional-looking gloss comple- 
mented by the smooth, touchscreen in- 
terface. With excellent features such as 
these, it's easy to see why you would 
want to make this Internet Media Tablet 
your daily companion. 13 
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Portable 
Gaming Devices 

Do More Than Just Play Games 




hen you're stuck in the 
car on a long road trip, 
at the airport with an 
overdue flight, or at the 
mall while your sister 
tries on clothes, a portable gaming device 
can help keep you entertained with more 
than just games. You'll find portable con- 
soles with special features, such as head- 
to-head gaming with other players and 
the ability to make phone calls. To 
narrow down the search to find the right 
portable gaming console, here are some 
highlights on what these devices offer. 

Features Galore 

Touchscreens are just one of many fea- 
tures that can be found on select hand- 
held gaming devices. Touchscreens are 
ultra-interactive surfaces that enable you 
to touch, tap, and draw on the screen for 

Smartphone 
Gaming 

If you want to take your portable 
gaming to a new level, look to your 
smartphone, which probably includes 
a few games already that can be 
found by browsing your phone's pro- 
gram menu. But when it's time for a 
new challenge, you can purchase a 
special memory card that's preloaded 
with your favorite games, such as 
Sudoku or chess. Smartphone game 
cards cost between $20 and $40, but 
also offer additional storage space for 
photos or music. • 




menu selections and gameplay using a 
stylus or your finger. The touchscreen 
doesn't stop there; some games allow you 
to move characters or draw pictures in 
order to advance in the game. 

Wi-Fi capabilities are also now offered on 
most portable consoles and can help en- 
hance your gaming experience. With Wi- 
Fi, you may be able to connect with other 
portable console players for game com- 
petition or interact during gameplay with 
someone on the other side of the world. 
Often, that same Wi-Fi capability will en- 
able you to browse the Internet or talk to 
your friends via an Internet phone service. 

An available memory card slot will in- 
crease your portable game console's ex- 
isting storage. With this feature, you'll be 
able to save valuable information from 
your gaming adventures and use the de- 
vice to view photos and video. A memory 
card slot will also give you the opportu- 
nity to use your photos as wallpaper, view 



a slideshow, or send videos to friends and 
family via the console's Wi-Fi connection. 

To add a new dynamic to the way you 
play games, look for a built-in micro- 
phone. Certain games may have you blow 
into the mic to open a secret passageway 
or say a word to complete a task. 

For movie buffs, you can purchase special 
media called UMDs for the Sony Play- 
Station Portable ($169.99; www.sony 
.com) to watch flicks even when you can't 
connect to the Internet. 

Entertainment To Go 

With all the entertaining features that 
portable gaming consoles offer, there's no 
doubt you will find a device to keep you 
busy, whether you want to play an inter- 
active game, watch your favorite show, or 
share your photo collection. B3 

by Kris Glaser 
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THINGS TO KNOW 

Cell Phone Accessories 



Q 



Memory Cards 



What can I do with a cell phone memory card? 



You can store a larger number of photos and videos 
that you take with your camera phone or carry along 
more of your favorite music. You can also use a memory card 
to transfer files between your computer and your phone. 



Q 



How does my memory card work? 



A Most phones have a memory card slot covered with a 
rubber stopper to keep out dirt and debris. Simply slide 
your memory card into the slot and access its contents via 
the menu on your phone. 



QWhat types of memory cards are available for 
cell phones? 

Most cell phones are compatible with microSD and 
microSDHC cards, which can generally be used with 
other devices such as cameras or camcorders. Phones made 
by Sony Ericsson require M2 (Memory Stick Micro) cards, al- 
though some also accept microSD cards. 




Q 



Signal Amplifiers 



What is a cell phone signal amplifier? 



It's an accessory designed to boost your cell phone's 
signal. An antenna catches your signal and redistributes it 
with enhanced strength to provide a clearer connection. 



Q 

A 



Do signal amplifiers work with most cell phone models? 

Yes. You'll be able to use both standard cell phones and 
smartphones. But take note of any incompatibilities. 



Q 
A 



What types of amplifiers are available for my cell phone? 

You can use a signal amplifier inside your car or within 
your home. You'll install a mobile kit in your vehicle. 



Q 
A 



Can multiple people talk on their phones using 
one amplifier? 

The signal amplifier should improve signal strength and 
decrease dropped calls for anyone within range. 
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Q 



Backup & Sync Kits 



What is a cell phone backup and sync kit? 



A A cellular backup and sync kit is software that lets you 
save data from your phone on your computer in case 
you break, lose, or replace your phone. 



Q 



Are all backup and sync kits compatible with every 
cell phone? 



/No. You'll need to purchase a kit that supports the man- 
ufacturing brand of your phone. However, some kits do 
not support every model of phone from one manufacturer. 



Q 



What information can I save with a kit? 



A With a backup kit, you can transfer contacts, photos, 
music files, videos, and other important data to your 
computer for easy management. 



Q 



Are backup and sync kits similar to memory cards? 



Not really. A memory card stores information inside 
your cell phone; you can transfer this information else- 
where using a memory card reader. A backup and sync kit 
must be installed on your computer before you can move 
data from your phone to the PC. 



Q 



What other ways can I use my backup and sync kit? 



A Some kits let you create your own ringtones and wall- 
papers that you can transfer to your cell phone. Other 
kits let you use your Internet-enabled cell phone as a wireless 
modem for a computer. 



Q 



Smartphone Security Tools 



Do I need security software for my mobile phone? 



A Yes. Security software on smartphones can prevent 
SMS spam, and it can block malware from getting into 
your phone through mobile Web sites and email. 



Q 
A 



What types of malware can get into my 
mobile phone? 

Your smartphone can get the same types of malware 
your computer can get, such as viruses and spyware. 



Q 



What will security software do to prevent malware? 



A Security software will protect you through firewalls that 
prevent intrusions, hackers, and denial of service attacks. 



Q 
A 



What can happen if malware gets into 
my smartphone? 

You could have sensitive data, such as financial infor- 
mation, stolen off of your phone. 



Q 
A 



Can I protect my data in case I lose my smartphone? 

Some software uses encryption, so users will need a 
password to access certain files and documents. 



Q 
A 



Can I protect the information on my smartphone's 
memory card? 

By using security software with encryption, the data on 
your memory card can be protected by a password. 





WIRELESS 



ESRB Game Ratings 

& Descriptions 

Find Material That's Appropriate For Your Kids 



ESRB (Entertainment Software Rating Board) Ratings 

In order for parents to select gaming software appropriate for their 
children, ESRB ratings (www.esrb.org) are listed on the front and back 
of most game packages to provide concise and impartial details about 
a title's content. 



eC 





Early Childhood. Titles with this rating have content that 
may be suitable for children ages three and older. These 
software titles contain no material that parents would find 
inappropriate. 

Everyone. Titles with this rating have content that may be 
suitable for children ages six and older. Games in this category 
may contain minimal cartoon, fantasy, or mild violence and 
infrequent use of mild language. 

Everyone 10+. Titles with this rating have content that may 
be suitable for children ages 10 and older. Games in this cate- 
gory may contain more cartoon, fantasy, or mild violence and 
language, as well as minimal suggestive themes. 

Teen. Titles with this rating have content that may be suitable 
for children ages 13 and older. Titles in this category may con- 
tain violence, suggestive themes, crude humor, minimal blood, 
simulated gambling, or infrequent use of strong language. 

Mature. Titles with this rating have content that may be 
suitable for persons ages 17 and older. Games in this cate- 
gory may contain intense violence, blood and gore, sexual 
content, or strong language. 

Adults only. Titles with this rating have content that should 
only be played by persons 18 years and older. Games in this 
category may include prolonged scenes of intense violence, 
graphic sexual content, or nudity. 



For additional information, ESRB ratings on the back of game packages 
include content descriptions and depictions. 






rams 





Gaming Tips 



Aside from checking ESRB ratings, there 
are other ways you can ensure that the 
games your youngsters are playing are age 
appropriate. 

• Carefully look at everything on a title's 
packaging, including the game graphics. 

• Find game reviews, screenshots, or demos 
to get a better idea of a game's content. 

• If available, use game parental controls to 
restrict mature and inappropriate content. 

• Learn about games by talking to other 
parents and older children who are fa- 
miliar with or have played certain titles. 

• Participate in your children's gaming and 
discuss their games as much as possible. 

• Be aware of non-rated ESRB material a game 
may contain. "Mods" are program down- 
loads that can alter a game's content, and 
online games often have live player chats, as 
well as other user-generated content. 
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MP3 Players 

5 Must- Have Accessories 



Nailing down a list of must-have accessories for an MP3 player is tricky. Just be- 
cause an iPod dock for the kitchen tops your list, for example, doesn't mean it 
even cracks an avid jogger's Top 5. Ultimately, though, five general categories stand 
out, although other notable accessories include extra batteries, cleaning kits, and 
Bluetooth adapters. B3 



by Blaine Flamig 



D 




S 



Match your earphones to your needs. Sometimes a runner doesn't fare 
well with earbuds, which fall out because of the constant jostle of running. 
This is a burden for anyone hoping to get in a good workout. A runner 
should opt for headphones that are secure, and in this case, an in-the-ear 
earbud would be the ideal choice. Headphone styles are numerous and include 
wired/wireless earbuds, which are perfect for people on the go (students, mass- 
transit users), and earcups, which can satisfy any audiophile's need to hear 
minute musical details. 



Portable speakers and docks are perfect for letting the entire group listen to 
tunes in open areas. Whether you want to listen to Enya as you take shelter 
from a winter storm or need some musical motivation as you shovel the 
snow blanketing your driveway, there's no limit to 
where you can listen to your portable player. Don't 
let the pair of headphones that came with your 
player constrain you, either. Most speakers have a 
dock to recharge your player's battery. Check your 
MP3 player manufacturer's Web site for model num- 
bers of available speakers and docks. 



Beam the tunes on your portable music player through your car stereo. If 

you're motoring about in the family van, music players can provide the 
soundtrack. You'll need an FM transmitter that plays the tunes on your 
portable music player over your car radio. Connect the transmitter to your 
player, select a designated frequency on the radio, tune to that same frequency 
on your transmitter, and listen to 
music, movies, podcasts, audio- 
books, etc. Transmitters range from 
basic to sophisticated models (pro- 
viding remote controls and visual 
interfaces), making it easy to find 
one that suits your needs. 





H 



Cases can protect your 
portable music player from 
scratches, bumps, water, 
physical drops, and mishaps 
that can otherwise shorten your 
player's life. You decided to treat 
yourself and buy a high-end 
MP3 player. Because you've al- 
ready spent so much, it's only 
right to assume that you have 
everything you need, right? Not 
quite. No matter what type of 
portable music player you own, 
it's wise to buy a case to protect 
it in different environments. 
Cases are relatively inexpensive 
(starting at around $20) and can 
provide a little protection from 
minor drops or normal wear and 
tear. Because cases are designed 
to work with specific players, 
check the MP3 player manufac- 
turer's Web site for cases that 
are compatible. 



£ 



Armbands can mean the 
difference between a work- 
out you're proud of vs. one 
that is constantly inter- 
rupted by accidental drops and 
tugging, tangled cords. Without 
a doubt, music is a huge moti- 
vator when it comes to exercise. 
No matter your sport, an arm- 
band that fits around your bicep 
offers stability for your portable 
music player and comfort for 
you. And for workouts that 
don't jostle your player, such as 
riding an exercise bike, a lanyard 
provides an inexpensive, effec- 
tive alternative to an armband. 
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Virgin Mobile Series 




Virgin Mobile: This pay-as-you-go cellular series offers a diverse selection of feature-packed phones for the cell user who doesn't 
want to be tied down to a service contract. Whether you're searching for a handset with Blutooth compatibility, Internet access, or a 
built-in MP3 player, Virgin Mobile supplies the right no-contract phone for you at an affordable price point. 



Kyocera Wild Card LG Flare 

SKU 8507127 SKU 8701924 




Product Weight 



Voice Activation 



Clamshell; 
QWERTY board 

4.1 ounces 



Built-in Camera 



Yes 

Yes 



Yes 



Yes 



Battery Talk Time 



MP3 Player 



Standard Feature 



No 



Sending digital 
photos via picture 
messaging 



No service con- 
tract; pay-as-you- 
go billing 



$89.99* 




Clamshell 



2.72 ounces 



Yes 

Yes 



No 



No 



Up to 3.25 hours Up to 3.5 hours 



No 



Personalizing 
your own, real 
music ring- 
tones 



No service con- 
tract; pay-as- 
you-go billing 



$29.99* 



UTStarcom Arc Samsung Slash 

SKU 8866765 SKU 8760192 




Clamshell 



3 ounces 



Slide 



3 ounces 



Yes 

Yes 



Yes 



Yes 



Yes 

Yes 



Yes 



Yes 



Up to 3.5 hours Up to 3.5 hours 



No 



No 



Web access any- Tons of contact stor- 
where age; 499 entries 



No service con- 
tract; pay-as- 
you-go billing 



$49.99* 



No service contract; 
pay-as-you-go billing 



$79.99* 



Kyocera TNT! 



SKU 8911902 



Virgin Mobile Shuttle 

SKU 8976879 




Clamshell 



2.56 ounces 



Slide 



3.4 ounces 



Yes 

No 



No 



Yes 



Yes 

Yes 



Yes 



Yes 



Up to 200 minutes Up to 237 minutes 



No 



Yes 



Those who want a Listening to your fa- 
practical handset vorite tunes anytime 
with a soft touch 
finish 



No service con- 
tract; pay-as-you- 
go billing 



$19.99* 



No service contract; 

pay-as-you-go 

billing 



$99.99* 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

j Pods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most impor- 
I tant — and coolest — features from select MP3 players. 



m 




I 



j 




What It Means 



Philips GoGear 
SA3245/37 

MSRP: $69.99 * 
SKU 9011767 



SanDiskSansaClip 

MSRP: $79.99* 
SKU 8753976 



SanDiskSansaFuze 

MSRP: $79.99*; 
$99.99*; $129.99* 
SKU 8753789 



Apple iPod nano 

MSRP: $149*; $199* 
SKU 8772964 



Microsoft Zune 8GB 

MSRP: $149.99* 
SKU 9008502 



Samsung P2 

MSRP: $199.99* 
$249.99* 
SKU 8627961 



Apple iPod touch 

MSRP: $229*; $299* 

$399* 

SKU 8772063 



Apple iPod classic 

MSRP: $249* 
SKU 8772036 



Memory 
type 



Hard drive 
(moving parts, 
more capacity) 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 



Flash 



Flash 



Flash 



Flash 



Flash 



Flash 



Flash 



Hard drive 



Capacities 



How much 
memory the 
player has (on 
models available 
at Best Buy) 



4GB 



4GB 



2GB; 4GB; 
8GB 



8GB; 16GB 



8GB 



4GB; 8GB 



8GB; 16GB; 
32GB 



120GB 



Songs 



Based on four- 
minute songs at 
128Kbps, the 
number a play- 
er can hold 



900 (MP3) 



2,000 
(WMA) 



500; 1,000; 
2,000 



2,000; 4,000 
(AAC) 



2,000 



N/A 



1,750; 3,500; 

7,000 

(AAC) 



30,000 
(AAC) 



Video; 
FM tuner 
capabilities 



Some MP3 play- 
ers can play 
video or let you 
listen to radio 
stations 



Both 



Only an FM 
tuner 



Both 



Only video 



Both 



Both 



Only video 



Only video 



Colors 



Several players 
offer a variety of 
color choices 



Black 



Silver 



Black, red, 
pink, blue 



Silver, black, 
purple, blue, 
green, yellow, 
orange, pink 



Blue, green 



Black, 
burgundy 



Black 



Black, silver 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



Battery life 



How long the bat- 
tery will last when 
playing music 



20 hours 



15 hours 



24 hours 



24 hours 



24 hours 



30 hours 



36 hours 




36 hours 
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Which GPS Device Is Right For You? 

ne of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS device, and what a useful device it is, too. Here, we compare some models 
available on today's market. All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional maps, as well. 



o 



Screen size; 
Dimensions 



Text-to- 
speech; Traffic 
receiver 



Preloaded 
maps 



WAAS 



Bluetooth; 
MP3 play- 
back 



Included 
charging 
adapters 



What It Means 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the screen; 
Height x width x 
depth 



Unit calls out spe- 
cific street names; 
Unit receives traf- 
fic updates and re- 
routes accordingly 



The regional 
maps that come 
included with 
the GPS unit 



A satellite and 
ground station 
system that 
gives exception- 
al GPS accuracy 



Some units com- 
municate wire- 
lessly with other 
Bluetooth devices 
or play MP3s 



AC adapters plug 
into the wall; DC 
adapters plug into 
your car's ciga- 
rette lighter 



= * 



TomTomONE130 

MSRP: $149.99* 
SKU 8774463 



3.5 inches; 

3.8x3.2x1 

inches 



No; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Garmin nuvi 260 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8474279 



3.5 inches; 
2.8x3.8x0.8 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Insignia NS-CNV10 

MSRP: $399* 
SKU 8947287 



3.5 inches: 
3.21x4x0.9 
inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



Yes 



No; Yes 



DC adapter; 
AC adapter 




Magellan 
RoadMate 1430 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 9039266 



3.5 inches; 
3.2x3.6x0.6 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 




TomTom GO 730 

MSRP: $449.95* 
SKU 8774533 



4.3 inches; 

3.3x4.7x1 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; Yes 



DC adapter 




Insignia NS-CNV20 

MSRP: $499* 
SKU 8947312 



4.3 inches; 
3.21x4.68x 
0.9 inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



Yes 



Yes; No 



DC adapter; 
AC adapter 




Magellan Maestro 
4370 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 9039257 



5 inches; 
4.65x3.26x 
0.7 inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



Yes; Yes 



DC adapter; 
AC adapter 




Garmin nuvi 765T 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 8956089 



4.3 inches; 

3x4.8x0.8 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; Yes 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



DC adapter 
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Digitize Your 
Runner's High 

While most people run for fitness reasons, there are other advantages to the active sport. 
You can enjoy the outdoor scenery, cut down on gas costs, and set aside personal time. 
To add to your healthy treks, look for running add-ons such as these at your local CE 
retailer, which offers products that can help you achieve an improved runner's high. 




Sennheiser - Sport 
Ear Bud Headphones 

Meet your best-sounding 
workout companion. $43.99 



Oregon Scientific 

Pedometer with 

Odometer/Calorie 

Meter 

_J<eep track of every step 
Surned. $43.99 
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REDI Ultimate Workou 
Mix 1GB MP3 Player 



Crank up your momentum with 
an amped-up music mix. $39.99 




Argus Green Bean 
5 Megapixel 



ujjjyjtu 



appen 

o. $59.99 




Belkin Fast Fit Arm Bai 
for Apple 3~ 



Ensure a good grip oi 
during the journey. $_ 







s^**^ -««. 



Pro-Form 785 CS Treadmill 



Sometimes you have a reason to stride inside. 



"Run for 
Your Life" BVB 

Gain inspiration during the 
times you need it most. $14.99 



Get All The Details 

on new CE products with First Glimpse's product profile sections 




